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THIRTY-SIXTH CONG 
SECOND SESSION. 
steer 

IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 3, 1860. 

The Senate commenced 

the Thirty-Sixth Congress this day, pursuant to 

the Constitution. 

The VICE 
BRECKINRIDGE) ca 
twelve o'clock, m. 

Rev. P. D. Gurtey, D. D., Chaplain of . the 
Senate, opened the proceedings of the session by 
prayer in the following language: 

Thou who dwellest in the Heavens, our 
father and our God, unto Thee do we lift up our 
souls. We approach ‘Thee, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, as suppliants. Be pleased, for His sake, 
to regard us with favor; hear our petitions, and 
send us an answer of peace. We acknowledge 
Thee as the God of Providence as well as the God 
of Grace. We and all our interests are in Thy 
Thy disposal; and Thou canst do 
with us and with ours as seems good in Thy 
We acknowledge Thy soverciguty over 

, Thy propricty in us, and that Thou art the 
bountiful source and dispenser of all our blessings. 
Help us to fear Thee; and whilst we fear 
also trust and Jove and obey. 
feit 
live Ss 


RESS 


PRESIDENT 
led the 


(Hon. 


Senate to 


Joun C. 
order at 


hands and at 


si@lit. 


» may we 
vy. Accept our heart- 
and united thanks that Thou hast spared the 
of these Senators and hast brought them 
more to this council chamber, here to de- 
liberate and legislate for the tnterests of a creat 
powerful people. Surely, y the Ly need Thy bless- 

Guide them by Thy counsel; give them a 
deep andabiding sense of Thy pre sence and claims 


tl kepublic, and help 


onee 


ai id 


Lie. 


the guardian God of the 
the m to speak and to say those things which will 
be for Thy glory and which Thou wilt approve. 
May all bitterne ssand wrathandangerand clamor 
and evil speaking be put away from them, with all 
malice; and may they here deliberate from day 
to day, not as partisans, but as brethren and pa- 
triots, seeking the highest welfare of the country 
and of the whole country. We do earnestly pray 
that here, and in the House of Representatives, 
counsels of wisdom and moderation, of peace and 
conciliation, of truth and justice, of patriotism 
and piety, may previ ail,and thatthe issue may be 
such as shall fill the anxious heart of the nation 
with gratitude and with glk idness. We invoke 
‘Thy mercy upon all our rulers and upon all our 
ople. Be ple ased to deliver them from erroneous 
judements, from misleading influence s,and from 
‘sway of evil passions. And especially do wi 
k Thee to bless the President of the United 
states, to strengthen and prepare him for the right 
harge of all his arduous and responsible du- 
s, and make him, especially at this time, a 
essing to Congress and to the country by the 
counsels he imparts and the policy he pursues, 
Our prayer is before Thee. Oh, hear us in 
Vieaven; and when Thou hearest, answer us, and 
forgive us,and heal our land, for Jesus’ 


Ay eh. 
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sake. 
SENATORS PRES 
follawing Se 
Mu tine—TIIon. Hannibal 
W : liam Pitt Fessenden. 
Vew Hampshire—Hon. John P. Hale and Hon. 
Daniel Clark. 
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Vermont—Llon.S 
Collam 
Vas achusetts—Hon. 
Charles S 
Rhode Island 
lon. Henry B. 
Connecticul—Lion oe yette S,. I 
Hon. James Dixon. 
New York—tHon. 
Hon. Preston Kine. 
New Jersey—Ho 
Pennsylvanii eee 
William Bieler. 
Delaware—lion. 
Willard Sauisb ry. 
Maryland—tlon. 
Anthony Kenne dy. 
Virginia—Hon. Robert 
Hon. James MoM. Mason. 
North Carolina—Hon 
Thomas L. Clingman. 
eHabama—Hon, Benjamin Fiezpatrick. 
Mississippi—Hon. Albert G. Brown and Hon. 
Jeiferson Davis. 
Tennessee—Honr 
hKentucky—llon. Lazarus W 
John 5. Crittenden. 
Missouri—H on. James. Greenand Hon. 
ten Polk. 
Ohio—Hon. Benjamin 
_ ana—| lon. Jesse 
ham N. Fiteh. 
IWinois—Hon. Ste 
Lyman ‘Trumbull. 
Michigan—Hon. Zachari 
Kinsley 8S. Bingham 
Florida—Hon. David L. Yulee. 
Texas—Hon. John Hemphill an 
T. Wiefall. 
Wisconsin—Hon. 
James R. Doolittle. 
lowa—Hon. James W. Grimes. 
Minnesota—Hon. He nry M. Rice. 
California—Hon. Milton 5S. Latham. 
Oregon—Hon. Joseph Lane. 


Foot and Hon. Jacob 


omMOoNn 


Llenry Wilson and Hon 


unhiner, 


‘ 


James F. 


HTon. 
Ant 


Simmons and 


and 


oster 


IH. 


William and 


Seward 
John C. Ten Eyek. 
Simon Cameron and Hon. 


Jame S 


1. Bayard and Hon. 


James A. Pearce and Hon. 


M. T. Hunter 


and 


. Thomas Brag: 


Alfred O. P. Nicholson. 


. Powell and Hon. 
Trus- 


I. Wade. 
D. Bright and Hon. Gra- 


phen A. Douglas and Hon. 


ah Chandlerand Hon. 


d Hon. Louis 


Charles Durkee and Hon. 


SENATORS ABSENT. 
following Senators were absent: 
J.P. Benjamin, of Louisiana 
ee Chesnut, jr., of South Carolina. 
Clay, jr., of Alabama. 
‘ Ww illjara M. Givin, of California. 
. James H. Hammond, of South Carolina. 
James Harlan, of lowa. 
. Alfred Iverson, of Georgia. 
.-R. W. Johnson, of Arkansas. 
A. Johnson, of ‘Tennessee. 
.sS. R. Mallory, of Florida. 
. George E. Pugh, of Ohio. 
. William K. Sebastian, of Arkansas. 
John Slidell, 
Hon. John R.' of New Jersey. 
Hion. Robert ‘Toombs, of Georgia. : 
Hon. Morton S. Wilkinson, of Minnesota. 


NOTIFIC 


of Louisiana. 
CThomson, 


ATION TO THE HOUSE. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, it was 
Ordered, ‘That the Seeretary inform the House of Rep- 
resentatives that a quorum of the Senate has assembled, 
and that the Senate is ready to proceed to business. 
NOTIFIC 


ATION TO TILE PRESIDENT. 


. BIGLER, it was 

That a committee, consisting of three mem 
ippointed, to join such committee as may be ap- 
pointed by the House of Representatives, to wait on the 
President of the United States and inform him that a quo- 
rum of each House has assembled, and that Congress is 


ready to receive cammunication he may be pleased 
to make. 


The 
Bic: 
tee. 


On motion of Mr 
Resolred, 
bers, be ¢ 


any 


VICE PRESIDENT appointed Messrs 


iWOUR OF MEETING. 
On motion of Mr. FITZPATRICK, it was 


Ordered, That the hour of the daily meeting of the Sen- 
ate be twelve o’clock, until otherwise ordered. 


y and Hon. 
! 


JOHN C 


| whether we 


| mittee 


VAL GLOBE, 


RIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 


New SEpigEs.... 

ORGANIZA4T 
Atoneo’clock, Jon 
the House of 
the 


LON 
v W. Forvey, Esq., 


, 
Repre Sentative 


bar, and delivered the 


OF THE HOUSE. 

Clerk 
, appeared be- 
following 


of 
low 


sag 


mecs- 


Mr 
ate 


PRESIDENT: I have been directed to inform the 
that a quorum of the House 
assembled, and that the House 
business. 


Sen- 
ot Representatives 
is now ready to proc 


has 
eed to 


The House has passed a resolution directing the appoint- 
ment ofa cominittee onthe part of the House, to join such 
committee as may be appointed on the part of the Senate, 
to wait on the President of the United States, and inform 
him that a quorum of the two Houses has assembled, and 
that Congress is ready to receive any communication he 
may be pleased to make; and has appointed Mr. James K. 
Moorneap of Pennsylvania, Mr. Tuomas 8. Bocock of 
Virginia, and Mr. Green Apams of Kentucky, the com- 
mnittee on the part of the House. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move 

take a recess for halfan hour. 
Mr. GREEN and others. 

Mr.SEWARD. 

I wish to; 

will be 


that the Senate 


Let us adjourn. 
Before the question is taken, 
whether it is probable that there 
our remaining here, or 
is well adjourn. 

hall get nothing until to- 


sk 


any 


necessity fou 
mh iy 
Mr. GREEN. 
morrow 
Mr. SEWARD. I 
adjourn. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


hat 


We 


move that the 


Senate 
If the Senator will with- 
draw that motion for a moment, I have a sugges- 
tion to make. LT understand we h: ive sent acom- 
to wait on the President. Suppose the y 
report that he is ready to communicate immedi- 
ately to the Senate 

Mr. SEWARD. Th will allow me. 
[thought that P had ascertained satisfactorily, 
though informally, t it we should not get any 
to-day. [think that is the understand- 
I therefore, with the Senator’s leave, renew 


Senator 


message 
me. 
the motion to adjourn, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
object yn. 


The motion 


That being so, I have no 


was arreed to; and the Senate 


}} adjourned. 


ern, Mason, and Coiiamer, such commit- 


| 


the 
| Christ, and in the sanctifying influences of 


i this new 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 3, 1860. 


In conformity with the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, the second session of the Thirty-Sixth 
Congress convened to-day. At twelve o’clock, 
me a in, Hou. Witttam Pennineron, Speaker 
» louse of Repri scntatives, took the chair 
a called the House to order. 

Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron, Chaplain of the 
House, delivered the following prayer: 

O Thou, who hearest prayer, unto Thee shall 
all flesh come. Unto ‘Thee we come, trusting in 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Thy 
Holy Spirit. Vain is the help of man, but T hou 
art our refuge and our trust, a very present help 
in time of trouble. Our help is in the name of 
the Lord, who made Heavenandearth. Happy 
is that people thatis insucha case. Yea, happy 
is the people whose God is the Lord. 
We remember the past, and we are grateful for 

past. We thank ‘Thee for the discovery of 
world. We _—. Thee for the colo- 
hization of our own part of We thank Thee 


atonement of 


the 


| for the establishment of our national independ- 


| whale 


We thank 
national 
blessings 


ence. Thee for the organization of 


Union. We thank Thee for the 
we have enjoyed within this Union— 
natural blessings, civil blessings, social blessings, 
spiritual blessings, all kinds of blessings, unsp¢ ak- 
ab ly great and precious blessings 
as were never enjoyed by 
the world began. 

And now, O Lord, 


our 


3, such blessings 
any other peaple since 
our God, we offer unto 
hee our humble prayer for the etic sent, and for 
llof the fature. Willits ple ase Thee, for Christ’s 
sake, to grant us Thy special aid. ‘Thou art very 
high ‘and lifted up. Thou lookest down upon our 
land, from lake to gulf, from sea to sea, 


oe 
al 






































































































and ‘I hiiowe d Our d 

m 1 , 5 ' uri. 

N Lint S 5 i East and 
W Ieveryw y atl tf { \ 
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c ‘ » Thee, O Lord 

0 G lwe po - Ove 

5 iwieked 1 ! rt our 

fed { w ! | , md to 

stren’ ! d ) i pra riots luievery 

part of our | rT 

And y Thy bk rest upon the d 
partments of the Gove rit We remember, 
Wilh Special hiettade the Presidentof these 0) 
ted States and his unmied | rs Phey lacl 
wisdom; butifthey eall upon ‘Thee, Thou wiltgir 
them wisdom, for Thou cive , Limen libe raiy, 
and upbraidest not Wh e We trust they pray 
for thems: Ives, We here also pray for them, that 
T ry r To rit may bi granted unto them,and 
that they mat see exactly wiat thie y ought todo, 
and hiave grace to do itin the positions in which 
they arg placed, 

We thank hee for this bright and beautiful 
Morning tor the a mbling of the two TLlouses 
of Congress. And we pray that Thy blessimg 
may rest upon the Viee President, and upon 
every Senator in he plac and upon thie Speaker 
of this Hlouse, and upon every member in his 
place. We rejoice to learn that they see their 
responsibility; that they feel their responsibility ; 
and that many of them are looking toward ‘Thee 


for counsel and direction. O Lord, our God, 
let Thy own presence subdue every heart and 
every mind, and sanctify all aeuens to Thy 
own glory and the good of our whole people. 
Oh, that we may saul be happy in this blessed 


Union! 


Our Father who art in Ti n, hallowed be 
Thy name: ‘Thy kingdom come: Thy will be 
done, on carth as it is in Heaven: give us this 
day our d uly bread: and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors: and lead us not into temp- 
tation, but delivei us trom Vile Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, aud the vlory, forever 


Amen. 
CALL 


and ever. 


OF THE ROLL 


The 
the 


roll of the members was then called; and 
following members answered to their names: 


MAINE 
Freeman H. Morse, 
Israel Washburn, jr., 
. Foster. 


Danicl E 
John J. Perry, 
Ezra B. 


Somes, 


French, Stephen C 


NEW 
Gilman Marston, 
Mason Ww. 


HAMPSHIRE 
Thomas M. Edwards. 


Tappan, 


VERMONT 


E. P. Walton, Hiomer E. Royce 
Justin 8. Morrill, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Thomas D. Eliot, John B. Alley, 
James Buthnton, Charles R. Train, 


Charles F. Adams, 
Alexander H. Rice, 
Anson Burlingame, 


Eli Thayer, 
Charles Delano. 


RHODE ,AND 
Christopher Robinson, William D. Brayton. 
CONNECTICUT 
Dwight Loomis, Altred A. Burnham, 
John Woodruff, Orris S. Ferry. 
NEW YORK. 
Luther C. Carter, James H. Graham, 


Roscoe Conkling, 
R. Holland Duell, 
M. Lindley Lee, 
Charlies B. Hoard, 
Charles B. Sedgwick, 
Martin Butterfield, 
Emory B. Potile, 
Altred Wells, 
William Irvine, 
Altred Ely, 
Augustus Frank, 


James Humphreys, 
Daniel E. Sickles, 
William B. Maclay, 
John Cochrane, 
George Briggs, 
Horace F. Clark, 
Jobn B. Haskin, 
William S. Kenyon, 
Charles L. Beale, 
tohn H. Reynolds, 
James B. McKean, 


George W. Palmer, Elbridge G. Spaulding, 

Francis E. Spinner, Reuben E, Fenton 
NEW JERSEY. 

John T. Nixon, Garnett B. Adrain, 


John L. N. Stratton, Jetur R. Riggs. 


THE CON 


(GRES 


PENNSYLVANIA 
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DELAWARI 
William G. Whitel 
MARYLAND 
James A. Stewa jacob M. Kunkei, 
J. Mores i Eire ( ge W. Hughes 
Hf. Winter Das 
VIRGINIA 
Joln S. Millson, Nlexander R. Boteler, 
Daniel C. De Jarnuette, John T. Harris, 
Roger A. Pryor, Albert G. Jenkins, 
Thomas 8S. Bocock, Heury A. Edmundson, 
William Smith, Elbert S. Martin. 


NORTH ¢ 


Smith, 


“AROLINA. 
Jotun A. 
James M. Leach, 
Buiton Craige. 


Villiam N. 1 
Phomas Ruthin, 


Warren Winslow, 


Gilmer, 


Lawrence O'B. Braneh, 

S@UTH CAROLINA 
John McQueen, John D. Ashmore, 
Lawrence M. heitt, William W. Boyce. 


Milledge L.. Bonham, 


GEORGIA 
James Jackson, 
Joshua Hill, 
John J. Jones. 


Peter E. Love, 
Thomas Hardeman, 
Lucius J. Gartrell, 


Jobn W. H. Underwood, 


ALABAMA 
George S. flouston, 
Williamson R. 
Jabez L. M 


James L. Pugh, 
David Clopton, 


Sydenham Moore, Curry. 


MISSISSIPPI. 
Ortho Kh 


LOUISIANA. 
Jon E. 


OHIO 


Singleton 


Bouligny. 


George H. Pendleton, Samuel S. Cox, 

John A. Gurley, John Sherman, 
Clement L. Vailandigham, Harrison G. Blake, 
Williain Allen, William Helmick, 
James M. Ashley, Cydnor B. ‘Tompkins, 


William Howard, 
Thomas Corwin, 


Thomas C. Theaker, 
Sidney Edgerton, 
Edward Wade, 
John Hutchins, 
John A. Bingham. 


Benjamin Stanton, 

Johu are 

Carey Trimble, 

Cc harle ~ - Martin, 
KENTUCKY. 

Green Adams, 

Laban ‘IT’. Moore, 

John W. Stevenson. 


Henry C. Burnett, 
Samuel 0. Peyton, 
Francis M. Bristow, 
William C. Anderson, 
TENNESSEE. 

James H. Thomas, 
James M. Quarles, 
Emerson Ltheridge, 
William T. Avery. 
INDIANA. 

Albert G. Porter, 


John G. Davis, 
Schuvler Coliax, 


velson, 
Horace Maynard, 
William B. Stokes, 
Robert Hatton, 


Thomas A. R. N 


William E. Niblack, 
William H. English, 
W. McKee Dunn, 


William S. Holinan, Charles Case, 


David Kilgore, John U. Pettit. 
ILLINOIS 
Ellihu B. Washburne, James C. Robinson, 


Owen Lovejoy, 

Isaac N. Morris, 

John A. McClernand, 

MISSOURI. 

Samuel H. Woodson, 

John S. Phelps, 

John W. Noell. 

ARKANSAS. 

Albert Rust. 

MICHIGAN. 
DeWitt C 


Philip B. Fouke, 
_Jolin A. Logan. 


Thomas L. Anderson, 
John B. Clark, 
James Craig, 


William A. Howard, 
Francis W. Kellogg 


ee? 


Leach 


FL agen A. 
. Hawkins. 
IOWA. 
William Vandever. 


George 


Samuel R. Curtis, 





W. Cobb, 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 
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WISCONSIN 





Jolin FP. Potter, Charles H. Larrabce. 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
CALIFORNIA 
John C. Burch 
IINNESOTA 
Cyrus Aldrich, Willian Windom. 
OREGON NEW MEXICO. 
Lansing Stout Miguel A. Otero 
WASHINGTON. KANSAS 
Isaac [. Steveus Marcus J. Parrott 


During the eall of the roll, 
eer - ARRIS, of Maryland, stated that his 
collea » Mr. Wesstrer, was detained at home 


by sickness in his family 


NEW MEMBERS 


lion. JR. Barret, of >of 


Missouri, mn 


place 


Hon. FF. P. Blair, resigned: Elon. Jacon K. 
Mecitentry, of Penusylvania, elected to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the death of the late Hon. 
John Schwartz: and Hon. Jou~ Y. Browy, of 
Kentucky, appeared at the Speaker’s desk and 
tools the u ual oath to Support thy Constitution 
of the United State 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate by 


Mr. [lickry, one of 
House that a quorum of the Senate 
that the Senate 
has passed are solution thatacomimittee ,COUSISUNE 
of three members, beappointed to jon 
mittee asmay be ap pointed by thre i, oe of Rey - 
resentatives, to wait the President of as 
United States, toinform him that a quorum of cach 
House ready 
to receive ; may be ple ust d 
to make. _ 

Mr. MOORHEAD offered the following reso- 


lution; which was read, considered,and agreed to: 


their elerks, informing the 


has assembled; 
isready to proceed to business, at id 
such ¢ ‘OMl- 


upon 


is assembled, and that Congress ts 


any communication he 


Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed upon the part 
of this House, to join such committee as inay be appointed 
upon the part of the Senate, to wait upon the President 
of the Uuited States, to intorm him that a quorum of the 


two Hou and that Congress is prepared to 
' 


receive any communication he may be pleased to make. 


<CS tS assembled, 


The SPEAKER subsequently apy pointed Mr. 
Moornerap, Mr. Bocockx, and Mr. Apams of 
Kentucky, as such committee. 

HOUR OF 

Mr. FL( RENCE I move that twelve o’clock 
be the daily hour of meeting unul further ordered. 

The motion was agreed to. 

IIOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. GROW. [rise toa privileged question. 
1 call up the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill reported by me from the Conimit- 


MEETING. 


tee on Agriculture to secure homesteads to actual 
settlers was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; and upon the 


motion to reconsider [call the previous question. 

The bill was read by its title, as follows: 

A bill ( H. R. No. 24) to secure homesieads te 
actual settlers on the public domain. 

Mr. PHELPS. If we are to have no diseus 
sion upon that bill, | move to lay it upon the table. 
This is ealling up the question too soon, 

Mr. GROW. [I propose to leave it open to dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman can call up his 
motion on any other day than the present; but 
now there are members abse nt from the House, 
and we have not time to examine the bill. 

Again, I suppose the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania contemplates that ‘we shall have the usual 
lottery to secure our seats for the session; and for 
that further reason I suggest to the gentleman the 
postponement of his motion, and the calling it up 
another day. Ifthe gentleman persist in his mo- 
tion, I shall insist upon my motion to lay the bill 
upon the table. 

Mr. GROW. I withdraw the call for the pre- 
vious question one moment, to say that my object 
was not to put the bill upon ils passage now, but 
to leave it open to discussion, if any gentleman 
desires to discuss it. I call up the motion to re- 
consider now, in order that we may have the busi- 
ness before the House. Gentlemen are aware that 
there are special orders covering almost entirely 
| the first three or four weeks of “the se ssion, and 
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therefore L thought it might be as wellto consider 
itnow. Bat. if gentlemen wish to proceed to the 





drawing of scats now, | will give way for that 
purpose, : 

' Mr. PHELPS. Thi itleman’s motion can 
be called up to-morrow as well as to-day. Letus 
> lin the usual eourse of business. If the 
gendioman withdraws his motion, | withdraw my 
proposition to lay upon the table. 


r. GROW. | withdraw my proposition until 
after the drawing of seats. 
DRAWING OF SEATS. 
Mr. SHERMAN offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
livsalved, Thatthe Clerk of the House, to unediately after 
the passage of his resolution, place in a box the name ot 
each Meniberand Delegate of tie House of Representatives, 
Written ona separate siip of paper: that he then proceed 
in the presence of the House to draw from said box, one 
ata time, the said siips oF paper, aud as cach is drawn, he 
shall announce the name ot the Member or Delegate upon it, 
wo shall choose Lis seat tor the present session: Provided, 
"Piat betore said drawing shall commence, the Speaker 
shall cause every seat to be vacated, and shall see that 


every seat continues vacant until itis selected under this || 


order; and that cach seat, after having been selected, shall 
be deemed vacant if lett unoccupied betore the calling of 
the roll is finished. 


Mr. PHIELPS. I desire to make one sugges- 
tion. ‘The House has just appointed a committee 
of (uree to wait upon thi President, and I propose 
that the members of that committee may author- 
ize some fricnd to choose seats for then. 

Mr. WASHIBURNE, of [linois. Letthat be 
don ly UnaAMNOUS Consent. 

Mr. PHELPS. Very well. 

MESSAGE TO THE SENATE. 

Mr. GROW. I desire to ask if any message 
has been sent to the Scnate, informing them that 
we are organized, and ready proceed to busi- 
hess. 

The SPEAKER. There has not. 

Mr. GROW. By general consent, I ask that 
the drawine of seats be suspended for a moment; 
ait Il move that the Senate be notified that the 
House is organized, and ready to proceed to busi- 
ness. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


DRAWING OF SEATS. 

The order for the drawing of seats was then 
executed, according to the terms of the resolution. 

Pending the drawing, 

Mr. HILL stated that he had been requested 
to announce that Mr. Brabson was absent on ac- 
count of injuries lately reecived, which disabled 
Hina from attendance upon the meetings of the 
Tlouse. 

Mr. GROW. Isthe drawing of seats concluded ? 

The SPEAKER. = Itis. 

Mr. GROW. ‘Then I call up the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill to secure 
homesteads to actual settlers on the public do- 
Neu was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
On ihe state of the Union. 


CHANGE OF COMMITTEE. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. If the oe ntle- 
man from Pennsylvania will yield for a single 
moment, f desire to say that, as my seat will 
vacant in this House from the Ist of January 
next, L think it proper that the Speaker shoul 


have authority to constitute the Committee of 


Ways and Means at this time as it shall be during 
the session. IL therefore ask to be excused from 
serving on that committee. 

Several Members. ‘The committees are not 
constituted yi t. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
House that the rule on the subject of committees 
vas modified at the last session; and the com- 
mittees are now appointed for the Congress, ex- 

‘ept where a vacancy oceurs, which, of course, 
will be filled by the Chair. ‘The gentleman from 
Maine asks to be excused from further service on 
the Committee of Ways and Means. ‘The ques- 
tion is on that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HMOMESTEAD BILL—AGAIN. 


Mr. GROW. Mr. Speaker, if my motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the homestead bill 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 


the state of the Union be adopted, I propose, if 


genuticmen desire to discuss the bill, to leave it 
open for discussion for a reasonable ume. 1 


KE CONGRE 


therefore call the previous question on the motion 


HBURNE, of Illinots. I -under- 
tand tha Senate has adjous d, and t t Ww 
will probably have nom day, 1 thes 
fo mo { iI ado mw adjour) 
The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
twenty fi min ifter one o’clock }. m 
the Hlouse adjourned till to-morrow at twelve 


O CLOCK, Ih. 


IN SENATE 
Trurspay, December 4, 1869. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurtey. 

Ilon. James Elarzuan of Iowa, tlon. Anprew 
Jounson of “Tennessee, Hon. Joun R. ‘Tuom- 
sonof New Jersey, Hon. Witriam M. Gwin 
of California, Hon. Morron S. Witkinson of 
Minnesota, and Hon. ALtrrep Iverson of Geor- 
gia, appeared in their seats. 

TheJournalofyesterday was read andapproved. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

Mr. LANE. Mr. President, I ask leave to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the papers 
of John Anderson, which were referred to the 
Committee on Claims during the last session, but 
upon Which then Was no action. 

The motion was acre ed to 

THE PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 
Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, the committee 


appointed by the Senate, in conjunction witha 


stuiilar committee appointed on the part of the 
Llous of Re presentatives, to inform the Presi- 


dent of the United States th: it the two Houses of 
Congress had “Usst mnble d and were ready to pro- 
ceed to business, have discharged that duty, and 
the President informed them that he would com- 
municate with the two Houses of Congress in 
vriting this day at twelve o'clock. 

A.J. Giosssprenner, Esq., the Private Secre- 
tary of the President of the United States, ap 
peared below the bar, and s eee Mr. President, 
I am directed by the President of the United 
States to deliver to the Senate a message in 

riting. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, (the message hav- 
ine been delivered into his hands.) Is it the 
pleasure of the Senate that the message be now 
read? 

The re be Ine 
sage was read. 
Ti udix.] 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. President, I make 
the usual motion for printing the message, and I 
will take this occasion to offer a sugeestion or two 
upon some of the points embraced in it. 

As to the general tone - the message, Mr. 
President, everybody will say that itis eminently 
be aa ein: , saad L agree with a great deal that is in 

but I think it falls short of s tating the case 
ao is now before the country. 


renner i aequies cence, the mes- 
[it will be published in the Ap- 


It is not, for ex- 
ample, merely that a dangerous man has been 


| elected to the Presidency of the United States. 


We know that und r our complic ited system that 
might very well occur by accident, and he be 
powerless; but I assert that the President elect 
has been eleeted because he was known to be a dan- 
gerous man. He avows the principle that is 
known as the ‘irrepressible conflict.”? He de- 
clares that it is the purpose of the North to make 
war upon my section until its social system has 
been vd stroyed, and for that he was taken up and 
elected. ‘hat declaration of war is dangerous, 
because it has been indorsed by ar najority of the 
votes of the free States in the lateelection. It is 
this creat, reennthichhe: and dangerous fact that 
has filled my section with alarm and dread for the 
future, 

The Presi lent says that he ms ly he pow rless 
ay reason of the Opposition in C ongress now, 
but at is only a te mporary re lief. Everybody 
knows that the ylajority which has borne him 
into the ¢ 
this Government. Why, sir, five or six of our 
conservative Senators have alr ady to sive place 
to others on the 4th of March; and if the other: 
do not, it Is simply because their terms have not 
expired. Both the Senators from Indiana and 
the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. eens: and 
other gentlemen, would be beaten by that same 
majority, if it were not that their terms have time 


‘hair can control all the de ‘partments of 
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torun. ‘They must, however, be cut down at no 
distant day. Notonly that: butaifthe Flouse of 


Representatives is divided to some little extent, 
how lone « writ be se We ail k Ww tiiat N WwW 
Kneland ha presented an unbroken frout for some 
lume past; and does any man doubt that t ime 
organization that elected Abraham: Lin ; ean 
make a clear majority cf both branches of Con- 
YTess?: The efforts of th Abohtionist With be 
directed to the few doubtful distriets, and they 
will oon be subjected to then control}. So pow- 
erfal and steady is the current of their progress 


that it will soon overwhelm the ent North In 
this way they must soon control the President, 
both Tlouses of Congress, the Supreme Court, 
and all the officers of the Tiassa 

The result is that a seetional party wil wield 
the entire power over all the d parainents of the 
Government. Gentiemen say they are shown 
by the vote to be ina minority. That is an ag- 
gravation, Under our present Federal system, it 
turns out that a litth: more than one third of the 
voters may control all the departments of the 
Government, and oppress tyrannically not only 
the South but the minority athome. Ttake it for 
rant d that nobody foresaw this state of things 
when the Copstitution was made. If the Federal 
Constitution were out of the way, this minority 
could be resisted; but under the present system— 
and itis that that alarms the South only the more 
—everybody sees that there may be 7 sectional 
majority Which represcnts a minority of the peo- 
ple, that may absolutely control the whole Gov- 
ernment. | would not consent for my constituents 
to be governed absolutely even by a scetional 
majority, much less by a ‘minority. The South 
would be then in the condition of Lreland, r¢ pre- 
sented nominally, but really as powerless as if 
the semblance of representation was not given to 
it at all. 

But this is not the worst view of the case. We 
are not only to be governed by a sectional dom- 
ination which does not respe et our rights, but by 
one, the guiding principle of which is hostility to 
the southern States. ft is that, Mr. President, 
that has alarmed the country; and it is idle for 
eentlemen to talk to us about this thing being 
done according to the forms of the Constitution 
A inajority even might begin a revolution in that 
way; you might totally change the whole char- 
acter of the Governinent, in faet, without abolish- 
Ing its forms, ‘The Roman Republic was infact 
converted mio a erinding de spousm by just such 
ad process, ‘The most outrageous tyranny can be 
perpetrated under all the forms of law. 

It is said, however, that some of the States are 
inclined to be precipitate in their preparations for 
resistance. Ido not think so. Tadmitthat what 
are called the cotton States may be preeipitate as 
compared with my own aud some other States; 
butif you compare their action 





with that of for- 
eign States or nations that have existed heretofore 
you cannot so regard them. Why, sir, I say 
boldly that if the occurrences which have hap- 
pene ‘din this e ountry for the last fifteen years 
were done by a forcign nation we should have 
been involved in war. If the property of an 
American citizen is taken by any foreign nauon, 
apd upou a demand for redress it 1s notgiven up, 

yy paid for, war follows; and if, instead, the for- 
‘ a Government legislates to protect the wrong- 
doer, war is Inevitabl Everybody knows that 
if the property of a I’renchman, for example, was 
taken in England, and the British Government, 
instead of making satisfaction, were to pass acts 
of Parliament to protect the wrong-doers, war 
would be inevitable. 

It would be the ease if the same thing occurred 
between any other foreign States, But we are in 
a vastly worse condition than would be the peo- 
ple of any foreign State, because those States of 
the Union that legislate to prevent the re capture 
of our property are doing it in perfect safety. 
‘The procee dings of the old Barbary Powers when 
they used to send out cruisers and capture prop- 
erty on the high seas, were manly and honorable 
enterprises compared with these proceedings, 
beenuse they ran the risk of having their towns 
bombarded; and in fact, it was done by the 
American and British and other Governme! 


t 
but here in perfect safety this system of legis! 


a- 


tion goes on, and there is no redress under our 
system; and yet, if the State of South Carolina, 
or any other, proposes to act, she is reflected 
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up | id her pat ularly b wWuSst ( 
h ) resentatives on loor. She de 
ne { defer from ‘ vwody ese; and 
! \ i | tet id rite ii \ 
( | Is | | d of being pt 
t | ith have been wond 
y | Not were, I k, ever 
ii 
(a iV tat border States re the 
> nie reason to complain, and 
they a i » th Houlh > Wallion ! B {, 
Nr. P 1d What | ) e past l ! t 
tli rit ry ih relau to thi ery qu ) 
We all know thatin IsoU, when ther was rre 
struggle going on to geta fair settlement— 


t 


thement which would have placed the South ina 
proper position with refere to the ‘Territories, 
the border States, much to my regret, were the 
first to leave us inthe strugele, The y abandoned 


the general cau of the South tor the right to re- 
cover their Tacit Lave I donot mean tosay 
that all] ther Representatives were willing to take 
this course I know t tthe two Senators trom 


Virginia, and many others, re sisted that Inade- 
quate st tihement: but the 
sponsible mainly for it. "Phis fact produced dis- 
trustin the States further south, be “ause every- 


border States were re- 


thing seemed to have been given up for that fugi- 
tive slave law, which is now worth nothing to 
ar iybo dy. 

Again, Mr. President, when, last winter, the 
State of South Carolina sent her commissioner to 
Virginia seekine a conference, we had not only 
from the Black Republican press of the North, 
but from the southern Union press, a great clamor 
about the Union. Then Virginia was called upon 
not to go into **South Carolina’s disunion 
schemes.’’ | thought it very unfortunate then 
that no action was taken by the southern States 
upon the question, "Phen itmicht not have been 
too late to avert the present danger That has 
passed by, and now the condition of South Car- 
olina, as compared to Virginia, is just like that 
ot two oo yore s, both of whom have been in- 
sulted and kiekced fora lone while, and one of 
them says, **] aca se now togetoutofthe way; 
and the other re pine 8, ‘if ye yu do yall these b low Ss 
wilt fall on me, and I want you to stand by mi 
and divide the torrentof eblo juy and ¢ astigation, 
load may be the ; ehter.’ 

Is ly, Sir, that the people of the United States 
would not submit for one moment to the treat- 


so that my 


ment from a foreign nation that the southern 
States have suffered at the hands of the North. 
Ihave heard it suggested that the laws to which 
I have referred ought to be re pealed. [have no 
doubt the y ought to be. Whether they will be 
or not, other gentlemen can judge better than i; 
but the mere repeal of these laws, | am free to 
say, Would not, in my opinion, satisfy the sec- 


tion from which L come: beeause the fugitive 
slave law is rendered a nullity by the action of 
mobs, independently of thi 3 State Jevislation; and 
if, in addition, the marshals should be Abolition- 


ul 
ists, there would be the less need of such State 
le isi iuion,. 

Phe President has said that there ought to be 
new constitutional guarantees. I donot see how 
auy southern man can make propositions. We 
have petitioned and remonstrated for the last ten 
years, and to no purpose. If gentlemen on the 
other side have anything to propose of a decisive 
tisfactory « ih iracter, [ have no doubt th 
section from which [ come would be willing to 
hear it. rfect frank- 
ness that, in my judgement, not only will a num- 
ber of States sce de in the next sixty days, but 
some of the otherS 1 


L say to those gentlemen in p 


ates are holding on merely to 
see af proper fuarantees can be obtained. We 
have in North Carolina only two considerable 
parties. The absolute submissionists are too 
small to be called a party; but the mass of the 
people consist of those who are for immediate 
action, and those who are waiting for a few 
months to see whether any guarantees will be 
proposed that are sufficient to save our honor and 
insure our safety. 

I give the opinion—geutlemen may take it for 
What it is worth—that unless some thing of that 
kind oceurs, you will see most of the southern 
States in motion at an early day; and without 

undertaking to advise, I say that, unless some 
e ompeohennive plan of that kind be adopted, 

which shall be perfectly satisfactory, in my judg- 


CONGRESS 





mentthe wisest thine this Conrress can do would 
be todivid roperty | yV,and ap 
) ii l Vs - ' d eveu in 
i i } i Abit \\ 1 
| - yo qu ent, ul 
d i ! ‘ obptial ui 
‘ tt ae ee 
‘ { of the public property should 
ri nt : 
| know there are intimations that suffering will 
f| 1 is int South, if we seeede. My 
: t terrified by any ich conside 
Phey have been governed, not b 
rd , HUl DY ivery strong allachiment to the 
Union They have no fears of the future, if 
driven to rely outhemselves. The southern St 8 
have more territory than all theeolomies had when 
thie y ceded from Great Britain, and ab tler ter- 
ritory. Taking its position, climate,and fertility 


into consideration, there 1s not upon carth a body 
Everybody knows it 
would sapporta population of three hundred mil- 
lou aif it were as densely settled as parts of 


Ie rope, that irom. p rsonal observation LT know 


ol territory Superior to it. 


not to be superior to it. The southern States 
have, too, at this day, four times th population 
the colonies had when they seeeded from Great 
Britain. Their ¢ Xports to the North and to for- 
eign countries were, last year, more than three 
hundred million dollars; anda duty of ten per 
cent. upon the same amount of imports would 
eive $30,000,000 of revenue—twice as much as 
General Jackson’s administration spent in its 
first year. Everybody can see, too, how the 
bringing in of §300,000,000 of Imports 
southern ports would enliven business in our sea- 
board towns. I have scen with some satisfac- 
tion, also, Mr. President, that the war mi ide upon 
us has benefited certain branches of industry in 
my State. There are manufacturing establish- 
ments in North Carolina, the proprictors of 
which tell me that they are making fifty percent 

annually on their whole capital, and yet cannot 
supply one tenth of the demands for their pro- 
ductions. ‘The resultof only ten per cent.duties 
in exeludinge products from abroad, would giv 
life and impetus to mechanical and manufacturing 
industry throughout the entire South. Our peo- 
ple understand these things, and they are not 
afraid of results if forced to declare independence. 
Indeed, I do not see why northern Republicans 
should wish to continue a connection with us 
upon anyterms. They say that our institutions 
are a diserace to the political family, which they 
intend to remove. They declare African slavery 


Into the 


to be a crime, and that it must be abolished. Uf 


we and they separate, their consciences will be 
freed from all responsibility for this sin. They 
want high tariffs likewise. They may put on 
five hundred per cent.,if they ¢ eae , upon their 
own imports, and nobody on our side will com- 
plain. They mi Ly spend all the mone 4 they rais 
on railroads, or opening harbors, or any thing on 
earth they desire, without interference from us; 
and it does seem to me that if they are sincere in 
their views, they ought to welcome a separation. 
Il confess, Mr. President, that I do not know 
whether or not [ understand the views of the 
message exac tly on some points. There 
thing said in it about collecting the revenue. I 
fully agree with the President that there is no 
power or right in this Government to attempt to 
coerce a State back into the Union; but if the 
State does secede, and thus becomes a foreign 
State, it seems to me equal ly clear that you have 
no rizht to collect taxes in it. I; is not pretended 
that we t British or other for- 
eign ports from commerce going in there. Ifa 
State of the Union secedes, and becomes a foreign 
State, it cannot be touched. The most offensive 
form of coercion which could be adopted would 
be that of levying tribute. 1 have no doubt that 
most of the Governments of Europe would 
lease their dependencies from the claim on them 
for protection and for postal facilities, &c., if they 
would just pay the Government all the money it 
might think propertoexact. Ido not know, sir, 
whether Iam given to understand from the mes- 
sage that there Is a purpose to continue the col- 
lection of duties in any contingency; but if that 
be the policy, | have no doubt some collision 
may occur. I deprecate it; and hope there will 
be none. If there is to i a separation either of 
a part or the whole of the slaveholding States, I 


sSome- 


can colieet taxes at 
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think ait better for all parties thatit should tx 





pe y and quietly; and as far as b hav 
lifluence, it will be exerted for bringing it 

Ih that w \y Wit must come. I do net undert 
iO Say what my own State will do. Ky 

wer Dat dane lined to move, she wi ook fi 
movement on her southera border: and 
with Virginia, and with all the Southern s 


and omy opmion the movement will not stop 
until they all go. I give that opinion be 


this is an occasion of so much moment th 
man ought to withhold his opinions. Tm 
wrong; but Tspeak on the subject frankly, 


as | would converse with any gentleman by the 
fireside. 

My purpose was not so much to make aspeech 
“state what I think is the creat diffi sulty; and 
that us, that a man has 


as tos 
iY en elect dl becuuse tie 
has been and is hostile to the South. | 
that alarms our people; and [am tree to say I 
have s \ 

that aif lection were not resisted, ember now 
Q | 


or ut some day not far distant, the Abolitiouis? 


ud on the Stump this summe ry repeats iy, 





would succeed in abolishing slavery all over th: 
South. 7 

Now, as to this idea of gentlemen waiting for 
overtacts, Why, sir, if the fueitive slave law had 
been repre aled without these other occurrenc: 
could not have produced half the excitement in 
the country. Men would have said, ** We hav 
rotten back very few negroes under its its 1 pe 
mers ly puts us whi re We Were felh years age, 
Again, if you were to abolish slavery iu this Di 
trict, it would be said, ** ‘There are only a few thou- 
sand slaves here; that is a small matter; are you 
rong to disturb this great Union just for the sake 
of a few thousand slaves?’? [tis said, howe: rh 
by some persons, that we are to submituntil rev- 
olution is more tolerable than the acts of which 
we complain, That was not the policy of oui 
revolutionary fathers. 
the tea tax or the stamp tax was an oppressiy 
measure in itself. They saw, however, that if 
they were submitted to, in time oppresston would 
be practiced: and they wisely 

Now, sir, I take ait for granted that Lincoln 
would resort to no overtacts In the first mstane 
I cannot conceive that he would have the folly to 
do so. FT presume he would be conservative in 
his declarations, and | should attach just as much 
weight to them as E would to the soothing words 
and manner of a man who wanted to mount a 
wild horse, and who would not, until he w 
safely in the saddle, apply whip or spur. [tal 
it for granted, when he comes in, he will make 
things as quietas he can make them at first. 1 
presume the policy of the 4 party would be to «4 
deavor to divide the South. T hey complaii 
Abolition documents are not circulated thei 
They wish to have an — ity, by cireulaung 


Nobody supposes that 


ly resisted at the start 


such things as Helper’s book, of arr vying 
non-slaveholders cary poor men agaist 
wealthy. L have no doubt that would be thi 


leading policy y, and they would be very q 
about it. The y want to get up that sort of *trcoe 
debate?’ which has been puta ito practice In ie \ 


according to the Senator from Ne w York, for | 
is reported to have said in one of his aacec 1es 
in the Northwest, alluding to recent disturbances, 


to burnings and poisonings there, that Texas w 
excited by ‘free debate.’? Well, sir, a Senator 
from Texas told me the other day that a good 
many of those debaters were hanging up by thi 
trecs in that country. Ihave no doubt, also, they 
would run off slaves faster from the border States, 
and perhaps oblige the slave owners to send theni 
down further Sputh, so as to make some of thos 
States free States; and then, when the South was 
divided to some extent, the overt acts would 
come, and we should have, perhaps,a hard strug- 
cle to ¢ scape destruction, 

Therefore, | maintain that our true policy is to 
meet this issue in limine; and I hope it will be 
done. If we can maintain our personal safety, 
let us hold on to the present Government; if not, 
Wwe must take care of ourselves at all hazards. 1 
think this is the feeling that prevails in North 
Carolina. I have spoken of there being two partic 
there, but f may say to you, Mr. President, 
that party whic h is for immediate action is gain 
ing strength rapidly. Ido not believe there has 
been a meeting yet held in the State where ther 
was a collision of opinion, that ultra resolutions 
have not been adopted. This feeling is not con- 





| 





1860. 


! to enther ofthe political parties which made 
le there in the lateelections. ‘Theeurrent 

is runnine rapidly over the South. 

} I hal ti to snu their eves to Conse- 

ike these, Uf anything can be done to 

t thos: who have thre powel do 


i will net nowd th the Senate lounge: 

~CRAITPENDIEN. Mer. President, | re- 

honorable Se nator from North Car- 

t has thought proper to make the speech 
| is Just addressed to the Senate. 


Lidl Line 


IL did 


i that we had all come together upon this oc- 


i duly impressed with the solemnity of the 


business that would devolve upon us, duly im- 
pressed with the great dangers that were impend- 
meover our country, and especially with those 


| 


dangers which threa 
iiat was the 


tentheexistenceotour Union. 
temper in which [hoped we were 
now assembled. lL hope this debate will proceed 
no further, "Phe gentleman has hardly uttered a 
or an open ta which L do not dis- 
ree with him—iiardly one, sir. L have hopes 
ofthe preservation of that Union under which | 
have so long lived; bhave hopes that that Union 
glory of our tathers will not be- 
shame of their children. But Lb rise 
Sir, hot for the purpose of making a 
speech, and [intend to stick to my purpose. 1 
wish the gentleman had stuck to lis when he said 
rose pot to make a specch. | rise here to 
eXoress the hepe, and that alone, that the bad 
ipleotthe gentleman willbnot be followed, and 

th we shail not allow ourselves now to be in- 
volyedtnanangry debate, We 


Huimerkit 


ich was the 
‘ re the 


21% now, 


‘had better nothave 


here at all if that is our purpose. If we 
have not come here to give a deliberate and a 
mu consideration ta the grave questions which 
thrust upon us, we are not fit for the places 
W ii we ocenpy. ‘Phis Union was established 
i reat sacrifices; this Uniou is worthy of great 
1 rihies Ss and Yreal CONCESSIONS for Ils mainte- 
nance; and | trust there is not aSenator here who 
is uot willing to yield and to compromise much 
ho order to preserve the Government and the 
Cio of the country. 


Llook forward with dismay and with some- 
thing like despair to the condition of this coun- 
try when the Union shall be stricken down, and 

shall be turned loose again to speculate onthe 
policies and on the foundation upon which we 
ure to establish governments. I look atit, sir, 
with afearand trembling that predispose me to 
the most solemn considerations that Lam possi- 
bly capable of feeling, to search out, if it be pos- 
sible, some means for the reconciliation of all the 
different sections and members of this Union, and 
see if we cannot again restore that harmony and 
that fraternity and that anion which once extsted 
in this ecountry,and which gave so much of bless- 
ing and so much of benefit to us all. I hope we 
shall not now engage in any Irritating or angry 
debate, Our duties require of us very different 
dispositions of mind; and [ trust none of us will 
allow ourselves to be irritated or provoked, or 
through ony imadvertence involved in any angry 
orirritating discussions now. Calm consideration 
is demanded of us; a solemn duty is to be per- 


formed; not Invectives to be pronounced; not pas- | 


ions to be aroused; not wrongs to be detailed and 
averavated over and over again. Let us look to 
the future; let us look to the present only to see 
What are the dangers and what are the remedies; 
uid to appeal, for the adoption of those remedies, 
to the good feeling of every portion of this House. 
It ts in that way only that we can arrive ata 
peaceable and satisfactory conclusion. 
fwill not nowallude further to any of the ques- 
tious which the gentleman has presented. [shall 
not discuss the question whether Mr. Lincoln’s 
election be or be not a good cause for resistance. 
I tell you there is at least diversity, great diver- 
sity of opinion, which should make us regard it 
as a question for consideration, Ldo not believe 
thereis a man in the State of Kentuc ky—we have 
parties there, we have divisions there—but I do 
noi believe there is aman in Kentucky, of any 
party, that agrees = the gentleman on that 
We areall a Union-loving people, aud 
we desire that all = se difficulttes and dissensions 
may be healed, and a remedy applied to all the 
erievances of which we have a right toe omplain, 
and that there may be a restoration of peace and 
tranquillity. "Phat is what we desire. L hop 


it dging from the general character of my frie oa 


gu SLIOL. 


THE 


| the Union could not be saved by eulogies 


CONGRESSIONAL 


from North Carolina,and judging from the noble 





character of the State whieh he represents re— 
1 State that has aiwavs, Ww tle exhibi . 

nrint Ss | yto er,cart ed th 
olive braneh in D tlv, and ! 

taught peace, harmony, and union, heretofore in 
this country—L hope from him that, on reecon- 
sideration and calmer reflection, be wiil unite with 


us here in as true a spirit of union and devouon 
to the country as any man 

I ain conte nt, sir, that the genth man’s motion 
for printing the message shall be passed, and will 
Waive any remarks which t mig] 
posed otherw1 


it have be¢ dn) dis- 
to make on that messave. Ido 
not agree that there is no power mm the President 
to preserve the Union. IL will say that now. If 
we have a Union atall, and if, as the President 
thinks, there is no right to secede on the part of 
any State, (and L agree with him in that,) Ll think 
there is a right to employ our power to pres erve 
the Union. Ly how we should apply it, 
or under what cireumstances we should a ly it. 
Lleave all that open. ‘To say that no State has 
aright to secede. that itis a wrong to the Union, 
and yet that the Union has no right to interpose 


I donot 


any obstacles to its secession, seems to me to be 
altoge ther contradictory. 


Mr. serpedice penne "Mr. 


President, occupy 
a different pos 


ntoward the distinguished Sen- 
ator from ow ntuc ‘ky from that which he occupies 
toward me. | approve of much that he say 


though | regret, of course, 


that he does not agree 
with me on any of my poluts, | approve of his 
desire to see these ques harmontously sct- 
thed—of his wish to preserve the Union on hon- 
orable terms; but we 
of dome it. Its 
evils is like talking of health when a man is very 
il. You must apply remedies that will reach the 
disease; and L have spoken, therefore, frankly 
and Lb think tf shall be sustained 
the people of my State in 
He is plea: 
ment the State, and - as one of her re presenta- 
North Carolina was the last 
State but on into the Union; she hesi- 
ted along while. [think she has shown great 
devotion to it; but whenever it ceases to protect 
her honor and provide for her safety, she will 
bid it farewell, though she may be 
do so. ‘The Senator no doubt knows, far better 
than Ido, the feeling of Kentucky: but from what 
I have seen in all parts of the country in which I 
have been, L think this movement among the peo- 
le will go on unless a remedy be applied. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. It is to find that rem- 
edy that we are here. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 
remarks that Mr. 


trons 


differ as to the proper mode 


scems to me, that 1gnorme these 


my hnpres STOUIS § 
by avast majority of 
what L have now said. d to compli- 
tives, appr ‘iate it 


to come 


I think one of the wisest 
Calhoun ever made was, that 
S upon it. 
We have had culogies upon the Union until the y 
have been productive of mischief. The Aboli- 
tionists say that ‘* the South cannot be kicked out 
of the Union,’’ and southern men say amen to it. 
I do not refer to the Senator; but 1 mean thatthe 
tone and language in the South has been calcu- 
lated to encourage the Abolitionists, and render 
them only the more insolent and aggressive. It 
was therefore | frankly made the declarations 
already uttered. I will join the honorable Sen- 
ator, in good faith, in an effort to avert the evil 
that threatens us, If any fair prospect should be 
presented. Failing in this, I will stand by my 


| State in any effort she may find necessary to pro- 


tect her interests and maintain her honor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 
Senator from North Carolina must go to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. ‘There is as yet no Committee 
on Printing. If there be no objection, the motion 
will be entered, and when the committee is formed 
it will be referred. 

-_ FITCH. 1 move _ the usual number 
be printed, and that number can be printed with- 
out references, T he sett yn of extra numbers 
must be referred to the committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion will 
oo ti EB committee 


FITCH. 


when formed. 
. ti nk, 


With ail que erence 

4 the opinion of he Chatr, that that motion does 
acti 

not necessarily go to the comniittee, but only the 


printing of extra numbers. 


Mr. HAGE. That motion may be put by 


Uuatnimous consent. ido not think there will be 


ail bj Cllon 


GLOBE. 


reluctant to | 


' 


a- 
w 


ree NT. It must go to the 


Committ on Printing, except by unanimous 
consent, 
Mr. i] aS. Th re will be no objection. 


Phe VICE PRESIDENT. 


. ' 
If there be no ob- 


jecuion, the Chair will put the question now on 


the motos t yperaat Line 
ident’s message. 


usual number of the Pres- 


The motion was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. LIALE, 


adjourned. 


the Senate then 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, December 4, 1860. 

The House met at twelve o’elock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Thomas H. SrockTon. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

CIIANGES ON COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. McKenty asa 
member of the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, in the place of Mr. MePurrson, 
excused, 

Also, Mr. ILlowarp, of Michigan, as a mem- 
ber of the Committee of Ways and Means, in the 
place of Mr. Wasuburn, of Maine, excused. 

The SPEAKER also appointed Mr. McPuer- 
son to fill the vacancy in the ee ” Naval 
Affairs, occasioned by the death of Mr. Schwartz; 
and Mr. Barrer to fill the vacancy in tak 
tee on Public Lands, occasioned by the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Blair, of Missouri. 

ESTIMATE ¢ SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the an- 
nual estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury; 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. FLORENCE. Itis usual to have extra 
copies of this report printed. T move that it be 
reterred to the Committee on Printing to report 
as to the propriety of printing twenty thousand 
CXUA ¢ ‘oOpies, 

Mr. SHERM AN. It is not necessary 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from Penn- 

sylvania is aware that this is the annual estimate 
submitted by the Secretery of the Treasury, and 
that the re quisite numbers can be printed ace ord- 
ing to law. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 


the motion. 


Very well. I withdraw 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON TITE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. MOORHEAD. The joint committee ap- 


pointed to wait on the President of the United 
States, to inform him that both Houses of Con- 
gress are organized and ready to receive any com- 
munication he may choose to make, have per 

formed that duty, and were requested by the 
President to state that he will communicate to 


| Congress by message, in writing, at twelve o’clock 


to-day. 
IIOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. GROW. The House adjourned yesterday 
on acall for the previous question on a motion to 
reconsider the referenee of the homestead bill. 1 
suppose that thatis the first business in order. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question is on second- 
ing the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. PHELPS. [| move to lay on the table the 
motion to reconsider. 

Mr. WINSLOW. On that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Some of us here are 
not advised as tothe contents of this bill. 
order to ask to have the bill read ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is entitled 
to have it read. i 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill, but was 
interrupted by the receipt of the President’s an- 
nual message, by the handsof Mr. Apam J. Guoss- 
BRENNER, his Private Secre tary. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [ move to postpone the 
further reading of the ~ Ifor the present, inorder 
to have the message of 


Is itin 


he President of the Uni- 
ted States read. We wil ill not be ealled upon im- 
mediately, perhaps, to vote upon that bill, 

Mr. GROW. I propose this. Let the bill be 
printed in to-morrow’s Globe, so thatall incmbers 
can read and understand it. Then Jet the gen- 
theman from Misseurt [Mr. Pureers! withdraw 
his motion to lay on the table; and let the vote 
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referriu nilber misidered. Thus the matter 
M before tl I T he President’ 
mn i i i pt posit mnt 
he . NN yuT 

\i : \yr! | | >] 

| AREER I i ton 4d iall th 
{ rth poned 

i oo 1 

Mer. GROW Is 1 d that the b 

ished in \ falov to-m row | 

CGaeueral assent wa expressed DY th Hou 

Puke PRESIDENT S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 

Th \ mal messaee of th President of th 
Ui d Stat wa dbyy ( rk fit wall be 
pub eal thi A; tiX 

\] LERMAN. 1 rr e ordinary m 
tion that t President's 1 be referred to 
the Committee of the W141 on the state of the 
Unie do ordered to be printed; also, that the 
usual number of extra copies, twenty thousand, 
be printed. The lattes \ will,asa matterof 
cow 9 ALY ) ) Committee on Printu 
As I suppose the ! | to debate t 
meossav ‘to lay, | Wil tt previous question 
by th reneral desire of th blow 
“Mr. JOILN COCHRANE Mros Kk -— 

Ni are ra. IL hae { nileman will 
withdr the eall tor the previous question. 

Mr. JOUN COCHRANE, fT had proposed 
to oiled mendient tot it rot lhe rei 
tlemal m Ol but Lb perecive wat my friend 
ir Virgina [Mr. BDorenri \ the floor 
a ge me he va lo urate ject tha 
which | hay Vie | | refore, Waly 
ny 1 { [ floor 1 


ie MONEE. Bem very much olll 


gentieona ifrom New You I hav isch simply 
to offer i: amendment iwill, I trust, 1 t 
with the approba not flouse, and on which 


Mr. SHERMAN. lL moved the previous ques- 
tion; but shall be very id ) 
as to hear the amendm Which t entleman 
desires to offer. 

Mr. McCLERNAND Then the event 


vithdraw it so 


from Virginia has no to offer his amend- 
ment. It — Want to ay ith question settled 
now. : 

Mr. BOTELER. I { rnd th nm 
from Ohio, the chairman of the Conimmitt ot 


Way s and Means, to withdraw his call tor the 
previous eoaian. 

Mr. SHERMAN. To avoid all trouble, I 
withdraw it. 

Mr. BOTELER. Then I 
as an amendment, 
on It: 

Resolved, That so much of th 
relates to the present periious ¢ 
referred toa special committes 
leat >? to re port at anv time 

McCLERNAND. With thi 
of my friend from Virg I would like to move 
an amendment to his amendment, if it 
his approbation, If not, b will wit 

The SPEAKER. 
tion. 

Myr. McCvLernann’s amendment was read, as 
follows: 


Resolved 


Mfer the following 


ti previous que 





suuOn 


President’s message as 
ndition of the country, be 
of one 


tromeach State, with 


permission 
lila, 
shall meet 
hdraw it. 


It will be read for informa- 


That so much of the Pre 
as relates to matters ot 


sident’s annual mes 
vance between the slay 
holding and non-slaveholding States; to the propo al, 
Congress, of amendments to the Constitution of the U nite x! 
States, tor the ratification of the several States; and to the 
question of State secession trom the Federal Union—be re 
ferred toaseleet committee, to 
each State, to be appointed by the Speaker. 
committee be instructed to inquire into, 
or by proposing an amendment or 
stitution of the United States, or otherwise, upon said sub 
jects. And particularly, whether any further legislation, 
or an amendment of the Constitution, is necessary to give 
prompt, certain, and full effect to the last clause of the sec- 
vud section of the tourth article of the Constitution, 
eerhing the return Ot tugitives trou service or Jabor. 


The SPEAKER. Does the centleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Boreter] accept the : 

Mr. BOTELER. I r 
cannot. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I wil 
Mr. SHERMAN. I trust tl 
Virginia w — me to offer an amendment, and 
: will vote for his motion with 
"The plan “of nomimating a com 


Oonsistot one member trom 
And that said 
and report by bill. 
amendments to the Con 


con- 


imendment ? 
gret very much that | 
not prea it. 

ie gentleman from 


CONGRESSION AT. 








mittee of one from each State has never b ! 
adopt din the Elon The better com wou 

be to provid i pointinent of a special 
col I ‘ i int l ther i- 

Mir. BOCOCK. I su i question of order 
on i ! na tof my oll ru It ) 
trary t tie) of t ( ray Ik L\ ta a 
committe report a im it can only be 
d under isp oO © rules. It hot 

1 r, under the ra! House, to offera 
pt sition to confer Upon a committee the right 
to} mt at any time It is a violation of the 
rules, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the point 
of order is well taken. If ol jection be mad: ythe 
Chair thinks the motion cannot be entertained in 
its pi nt shape 


Mr. BOCOCK. Well. I object. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. ‘f hope 

man from Virginia will waive that oly 
Mr. STANTON. | Suppose the gentleman 


from Virginia {Mr. Boterer 


the gentle- 


etion. 


can accomplish his 
omitting that part of his resolution, if 


nem noover the way d 


a 
avpeect py 
y 


do not want the commit- 
{ v\ ere a any time, 

ROTE LE The 
tae ire. I 
tic s 

The SPEAKER. 
Virginia [Mr. ] 

Mr. BOCOCK I withdraw it 

Mr. CURRY. I rene brn ‘tion, 

Mr. BUR NIT" LY. Triste ya question of order. 
Tunderstood the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Bocas kK} to withdraw his oly}. ction to the 

ition of his colleague. Am I right? 
The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BURNETT. Lrenew the objection. 
The SPEAKER. 


t 1s all 


ibst ies oft ] 
tion to modify the mo- 


have no ob je 


from 
ction? 


Does the gentleman 


» 
Box OCK] 1S 


st on the obj 





prapo- 
oe , 


Ithas been alre ady renewed 
by the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Curry.] 

Nir. p TELE! Then Linsist upon my 
"HMULy Sl ibmitted, 


ao R. ae Chair underst 


hio- 


tion, Soo 


The SPE 


ands the 


gentieman from Virginia to modify his preposi- 
tion by omitting that ‘pent of it which authoriz 
the con t yp report atany Une 
Mr “BOE | E R. No, str: IT make no modifi- 

eation at al 

Ti SPE AK ER. The gentleman must modify 
at, or iteai tbe entertained. Does he so mod- 
ify it sto ont that pure « fat which says that 
| omim eo may r port at any Linn 

Mr. BOTELER,. [nasmuech as it will be out 
of order if Ldo not do so, 1 very cheerfully mod- 


ify it by omitting tho 

Phe SPEAKER. The amendment being thus 
modified, the question now t conding the 
demand for the previous question. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


words 
UPOn Se 


L hope the gentleman from 
Virginia will allow a vote to be taken on the 
amendment which T suggested. I will simply 
t thi Hous deeide as to the 

he committee shall be organized. 
. BOTELER. There is nothing in my res- 
olution indicate how the shall be 
raised, l specially 
Mr. SHE R MAN. 


ot 
require the ec 





offer it, and then | 
— in Which thy 


committer 

avoided that. 
The rules of the 

mumittees to be 


Llouse 
appointed by the 
Speaker, unless otherwise ordered, 

Mr. MeCLERNAND. This is a special com- 
Mr. KUNKEL 
Qhiois n 


to ap 
I 


eentleman from 
aker has no authority 
point committees unless the authority is first 
riven to him by the House. 

The SPEAKER. The rule on the subject will 
be read. Itis the 67th rule. 

The Clerk read the rule 


I believe the 


, 
istaken. he Spe: 


, as follows: 


Al committees shall be appointed by the Speaker, 
unless Otherwise ly dire d by the House, in which 
shall b “PP inted by ballot; and if, upon such 
number required shall not be elected by a ma- 
the House shall proceed to a see- 
b a plurality of votes shall prevail; and 





pecia 
cause the \ 
ballot, the 
jority of the votes given, 
ond ballot, in whie 


in case a greater number than is sequired to compose or 
complete acomunitte hall have an equal utnber ot votes, 


the House shall proceed to a furt 


Mr. MORRIS, of 


fentit 


her batlot or ballots.”? 


Illinois. I appeal to the 
man from Virginia to allow me to offer an 
amendment to his resolution. If, after it is read, 
he objects to it, L will not insist upon it. [Task 
that it be read for information, 


SPEAKER, Lt willbe 


read, if there isno 


GLOBE. 


December 4, 


) obi ection. 


The re Was nh 


Mr. MORRIS, of Ill 


lincis. I offer it as an 
additional resolution. 


The Clerk read the resolution, as foll 


iow: 
Resolved ty the Ilouse of Re} feet . That we are 
unalterably and tmmovably attached to the Union the 
stat taal we recognize in that union the primary Cause 
of our present greatness and prosperity as a nation 5 that 
We have yet secu nothing, either in the eleetion of Abra 
ham Lincoln to the Presideney of the Uuited Stat ol 


from apy other souree, to justily its dissolution ; and that 
we pledge to each other ** our lives, our juriunes, and our 
sacred honors”? to maintain it. 


Mr. JONES. I object to that. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Task for a vote on 
the resolution, 

Mr. JONES. [ object to it. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Hlinois. 
Insist on it. 

Mr. BURNETT. I rentleman 
from Virginia to permit me to offer an amendment 
providing that the committee men shall be seleeted 
by the delegation of cach State. 

Several Members. Oh, no; thatis not in order. 

Mr. BOTELER. [would be glad to have my 
amendment read as it now stands. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


Then I will not 


app al to the 
| 


That so much of the Pre 
re present perilous « 
to a special committe 


Mr. KUNKEL. I would suegest to the ven- 
tleman from Virginia that instead of the 
sion used in the amendment, ‘the 
ous condition of the country,’’ hi 
incorporaung the proposition of the gentleman 
from Ulinois, [Mr. MeCrernanp,} in order that 
the country as well as the House may understand 
specifically what is referred to the comm ittee, 
BOTELER. L[ have alread y declined to 
that { 
amendment as simple as possible. 

The previous question wa 
main question ordered, 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE 
and hays on agvrecing to Mr 
ment. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; 
the aflirmative—yeas 145, 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles PF. Adams, Green 
Adrain, Aldrieh, Allen, Alley, Thomas L. 
liam ©. Anderson, Avery, Babbitt, Barr. Barret, Bocock, 
Boteler, Bouligny, Branch, Brayton, Briges, Bristow, 

Barnett, Campbell, Cart Horace FP. 


Brown, Bureh, 
Clark, John B. Clark, Cobb, Joha Cochrane, Coliax, Conk 
Curtis, LI. Winter Davis. 


ling, Corwin, Covode, Cox, 
G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Delano, Duell, 
English, Etheridge, Ferry, Ftor- 


Edmundson, Eliot, Ely, 
Fravk, French, Gilmer, Gooch, Gra 


ence, Foster, Fouke, 
ham, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Hardeman, J. Morrison Uarris, 
John 'T. Harris, Haskin, Hatton, Helmick, Hill, Hoard, 
Hlolman, Houston, William Howard, Hughes, Humphrey, 
Jenkins, Junkin, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore. Kill 
inger, Kunkel, Larrabee, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, 
Lougnecker, Love, Maclay, Charles D. Martin, Elbert >. 
Martin, Maynard, MeClernand, MehKenty, MePherson, 
Millson, Laban ‘T. Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, Niblack, Nixon, Noell, 
Palmer, Pendleton, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Porter, Pryor, 
Quarles, John H. Reynolds, Riee, Riggs, Christopher Rob 
inson, James C. Robinson, », Rust, Sickles, William 
Sinith, William N. U. Sinith, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stevenson, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, Stokes, 
Stout, Stratton, Thayer, Theaker, Thowusas, Train, Trio 
ble, Vallandigham, Vanee, Vandever, Verree, Watton, Is 
racl Washburn, Webster, Whiteley, Windom, Winslow, 
Wood, and Woodrufl—145. 
NAYsS—Messrs. Ashley, Beale, 
suftinton. Burlingame, Burnhain, Carey, Case, Edgerton, 
Fenton, Grow, Hickman, William A. Howard, Hutchins, 
Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, McKean, McKnight, Morse, Perry, Pot 
ter, Pottle, Sedgwick, Sherman, Stanton, Stevens, Tap 
pan, Tompkins, Wade, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, and Wells—3s. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. MAYNARD stati : that his colleague, Mr. 
Bragson, was detained at home because of an 
accident which happen fe to him some days ago. 

Mr. VALLANDIGAM (when his name 
called) said: Mr. Speaker, because the 
tion Is an *fexpedient’? | will vote for it. Elow- 
ever inadequate it may be, fam willing, in times 
like these, that Uemen may try this and all 
other expedients for what they are worth, trusting 
that something may yet be done ta avert the im- 
pending dangers, 

Mr. BURCH stated that his col 
Scott, was confined to his room by 
otherwise he would be pr sent in the 


Mr. TAPPAN said: Mr. 


ident’s message as relates to 
ondition of the country be referred 


of one trom cach Stat 


present pori- 


speci by 


accept proposition, make the 


s seconded, and the 


demanded the yeas 
BoteELeR’s amend- 


decided 
as follows: 


Adams, 
Anderson, Wil 


and it was 
nays 33; 


John 
Duun, 


Rovec 


Sones, 


Bingham, Blair, Blake, 





Was 


propost- 
i 





leacue, Mr. 
indispo ito: 
Llouse. 


Speaker, [ was un- 





n 
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fortunately absent from my seat when my name 
was called, and Lask the unanimous consent of 
the Llous we leave to record my vote. 

Phere was no objection, 

Mr. TAPPAN, ~ 1 vote in the negative. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Mr. Speaker, before the 
Vote Is announces d, I deste to state that I decline 
voting on the pending proposition, for the reason 
that the Legislature of the State of Mississippt 
has called a convention of the people of that State 
to take into consideration the subject-matter now 
before this House. Iwas not sent here for the 
purpose of making any compromise, or to patch 
up existing difficulties. L leave, sir, to the sov- 
ercign State of Mississippi to determine for her- 
self her present Federal relations, 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to state the 
reason why I did not vote on this question. My 
reasons are the same as those just given by the 
gentleman from Mississippi, (Mr. SinGieron. | 
My State, like that of Mississippi, has called a 
convention to decide all these questions of Federal 
relations, and Lam disposed to leave it to her to 
scttle these questions for herself. 

Mr. HAWKINS. Lam in « like situation 
with the two gentlemen who have already ad- 
dressed the House. The State of Florida, which 
[have the honor to represent, during the recent 

ssion of her Legislature has appointed a day 
in January next for the assembling of a conven- 
tion of her people, to take into consideration, 
among other grievances, the very subject-matter 
of the pending proposition, The people of Flor- 
ida, sir, have resolved to determine in convention, 
in their sovereign capacity, the time, place, and 
manucr of redress. It is for them to decide the 
question; and they will settle that, as well as all 
others, in their sovereign capacity in their own 
way. Ltis not for me, therefore, as their Repre- 
sentative here, to take any action on the subject. 
While Lam up, Mr. Spe aker, | mi ly as well say, 
in advance, that Lam opposed, and [ believe my 
State is opposed, to all and every compromise. 

The day of compromise has passe ‘d; and further, 
sivr—— [Cails of Order!’ from all parts of thi 
ce .) 

Mr. MILLSON. This discussion is not in 
order, and | must interpose my objection to its 
further continuance. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. And L also rise to 
a polot of order. Lf one gentleman is to be heard 
in discussion of the resolution, I desire that others 
may have an equal chance to state their views. 


Mr. HAWKINS. For the reason I have just 


stated, | decline voting on the pending proposi- || 


tion. 

Mr. CLOPTON. For the reason urged by the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Singteton,} 
and as the Staie of Alabama 

Mr. MILLSON. [| object to this discussion, 
which is in palpable violation of the rules of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is not in order 
at this time; and, as itis objected to, the Chair 
trusts that eentlomen will not insist upon address- 
ing the as in violation of the rules. 

Mr. CLOPTON,. [have declined voting upon 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Virginia, because the State of Alabama is pro- 
ceeding to consider, in a convention, whataction 
is required to maintain her rights, honor, and 
safety; and Ido not intend to impair the means 
of a full, calm, and manly deliberation, under ex- 
isting circumstances, or to impede the progress 
of her action. Believing that a State has the right 
to seecde, and that the only remedy for present 
evils is secession, I will not hold out any delusive 
hope, or sanction any temporizing policy 

Mr. DAV IS, of Miss sissippi, took the fl or, 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Mississippi desire to vote? If so, he will answer 
whether he was within the bar when his name 
was called. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. With the per- 
mission of the House, | desire to submit a single 
remark in regard to the vote [ have given. 

A Member. I object. 

Mr. GARTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
rise for the purpose of entering into any debate, 
but merely to state that, for reasons already as- 
signed, I decline voting on the pending proposi- 
tion, 

Mr. MILLSON. 


is not in order 





I object to everything that 


; sume much of the ume of the [Louse. 
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Mr. HOUSTON. The House consented to custom in this House, as in other parliamentary 
the gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. Tap- | bodies,for the Chair to appoint upon a committee, 


PAN] voting, although he was not within the bar | such as ne justereated, the member who has 


when his name was ealled. Twas likewise out- made the initialinotion. Lwish it to be distinetly 
side the bar when my name was called, and if | understood at this staze of the proceedings, in jus- 
the House will yield me permission, L will also | tice to myself, in justice to the able parliamenta- 
record my vote. [Cries of * Consent Sg rians from the State of Virginia,and above all, in 

The SPEAKER. ‘There being no obicction, |; justice to the great and all-important object sought 


the gentleman will vote. to be accomplished by the introduction of my 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not hold the reason || resolution, that I especially desire not to serve 
assigned by my colleague, by the gentleman |; upon the committe: : which has just heen raised. 
from Georgia, [Mr. Ganrtrez,] or by the gen- |, | had no idea of serving upon it . hen LT submitted 
tleman from Mississippi, [Mr.Sincieron,] to be || my proposition, and so stated to my friends. I 
valid—— hope, therefore, thatthe usual parliamentary cour- 

Mr. MILLSON,. I have already given notice || tesy will be waived so far as I am concerned. 
that I object to everything out of order. Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I ask the unan- 

Mr. HOUSTON.” | propose, sir, to do every- || imous consentof the House to introduce the res- 
thing I can toward the accomplishment of the || olution which was read by the Clerk at my jn- 
greatend demanded by the country; and as the |) stance, as a separate proposition 


pending proposition looks to that endy] cheerfully Mr. RUFFIN. I object. 

vote in the affirmative. Mr. FLORENCE. J move that the House do 
Mr. CURRY. I desire to say a word. || now adjourn. 
The SPEAKER. Objection is made. Mr. COLFAX. [ask the gentleman to with- 


Mr. RUFFIN. The gentleman from Alabama |) draw his motion, in order that | may introduce 
[Mr. Houston] was permitted to proceed, and I |! a business resolution. 
trust objection will not now be interposed to pre- Mr. PILELPS. I insist on the motion to 
vent his colleague saying what he desires adjourn, 

Mr. MILL SON. [ must persist 1n my obi c- The question was taken, and the motion was 
tion. [said that | would object to all discussion |) agreed io: and thereupon (at a quarter to three 
out of order, and I desire that thatobjection may o’clock, p.m.) the House adjourned. 
be regarded as a standing one, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 want to state 
why [ shall not change my vote. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. ‘The reason why 
I cast my vote ought to be stated. Twill notcon- 
The pe nd- 


Ing proposition is to refer the Pre sident’s annual 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 5, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurtey. 

The Journal of yesterday was read, in which 
the following passage occurred: 

* On motion of Mr. Fircn, and by unanimous consent, 


|; Message to ase lecteommittee. The message has * Ordered, ‘That the usual number of the message and 


accompanying documents be printed. 
* Mr. CLINGMAN submitted the following motion for con 
sideration : 


to be referre dsomewhere. If the proposition were 
merely to refer to the Committee * the Whole 


on the state of the Union, f would be compel it ** Ordered, That there be printed, for the use of the Sen 

to vote forit: but formyself, I pre ‘fer thatthe ref- ate, the same numberofextra copies of the message of the 

erence of this messaee should be toa spec ial com President of the United States as was printed of the annual 
. . ae . Th. message at the Ptst session.” 

mittee instead of to the Committee of the Whole |) ™ = 


on the state of the Union. It is for that reason I Mr. CLINGMAN, There seems to bea slight 
ected in the afhematixe. || mistake in the reading of the Journal. It is not, 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I perhaps, very material. | took the floor yester- 
desire to give my reasons for declining to vote. || day, and moved for the printing of the usual num- 
One of my colleacues has been allowed to state ber of the President’s message. Then the Sen- 


| his reasons for voting in the affirmative. [Cries || ator trom Indiana (Mr. Fircn] suggested the 
| of §* Order!”’ 


all over the House.] printing of extra numbers. Our names are traas- 
The SPEAKER. During the call of the rol] || posed. He is represented as having made the first 
discussion is not in order unless by unanimous |; Motion, while the first motion was made by me; 
consent. Objection isamade, and the gentleman and a motion in the nature of an additional motion 
from Alabama therefore cannot proceed. | for extra numbers was made by the Senator from 
Mr. COBB. The reasonsassigned by my friends Indiana. | hope that correction will be made. 
~ a ~ = ry. “ y ‘ ~ ID 7 ‘ my rryy ry . mcrae a . 
who have declined voting have not been powerful Phe VICE PRESIDENT. The recollection 


| enough to induce me to withdraw my vote, and | || of the Chair concurs with that of the Senator, and 
| therefore hang on to it. 


he will order the Journal to be corrected, if there 

Mr. MILES. Mr. Speaker, the South Caro- || be no objection. 

| lina delegation haye not voted on this question Phe Journal was ee 
because the y conceive they have no interest in it. Hon. Georce BE. Pucn, of Ohio, and Hon. 
We consider our State as alre ady withdrawn from Joun Sire xt, of Louisiana, appeared in their 
the Confederacy in everything except in form. seats to-day. 


Mr.PUGH. As my State of Alabama intends NEW SENATOR, 


following South Carolina out of the Union by Mr. LATHAM presented the credentials of 
the 10th of January next, f pay no attention to | Ton, Epwarp D. Baker, chosen by the Legis- 
any action taken in this body. lature of Oregon a Senator from that State for 
The vote was thenannouncedasabove recorded the term commencing on the 4th March, 1859, 
Mr. BOTELER moved to reconsider the vote || which were read; and the oath prescribed by 
by which the amendment was agreed to; and |! jaw having been administered to Mr. Baxer, he 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid || to9k his seat in the Senate. 
upon the table | 
The latter motian was agreed to. 1] EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 
The motion, as amended, was then adopted. The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote || ate the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
by which the motion was adopted; and also || on the state of the finances; which, on motion of 
| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon | Mr, Hate, was ordered to lie on the table, and 
the table, be printed. 


1 The latter motion was agreed to. | PACIFIC RAILROAD REPORT. 
| Mr. FLORENCE, I move that the House do |! , ‘ : ; 
| now adjourn. Mr. HALE. I submit the following order 
POTETER - @ tual 5 iii Ordered, That the same number of the eleventh volume 
Mr. BOTELER, Mr, Speaker, Task the eer of the Pacific railroad report, containing the maps and 


mission of the House to say a word or two. 
[Cries of ** Nol’? * Yes!”? and ‘ Hear him!’’} 
I desire to say a word personal to myself, 

Mr. FLORENCE, If my motion to adjourn If there is no objection to the resolution, I 
be entertained aud now pending, | chee rfully should like to have it considered now. 
withdraw it, in order that my distiuguished friend Mr. CLINGMAN. 1! would rather it should 


charts of the surveys for a railroad from the Mississippt 
river to the Pacific ocean, as of the preceding volumes, be 
published for the use of the Senate. 


from Virginia may be heard, go to the Committee on Printing. There has 
beep an enormous sum expended on these sur- 
If the Committee on Prinung think it 
necessary, I shi ll have no objection 


TheSPEAK ER. The Chair he: rsnoobjection, 
and the ventleman from Virginia will proceed vey 


Mr BOTELER I know, sir, that it is the 














s THE 


Mr. HALI I 10 Committee on 
Pr \ Leti to-morrow 
tik STATE Ol li; UNLON 
Mi. POWELL. | y the Senate that, to- 

! | i ution to rete ) 
Mm Pi ist t to th 
1) ( 0 lo ecial I 

i 


to regula le revenu lo making this moti 
my obj isto hx aday fi tit id ili ol 
the Dall. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair wi 

ite to the Senator, tha »only be taken up 
by unanimous con ne aaa r the first ix day 
ofthe St hoon). 

Mr. HALE. 1: ct 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
modify hi tatemenutl | | a point rule, not a 
rule of the Senate, and the bill cannot be taken 
up if tirnie 

The q tion before the Senate is the motion 
of the Senator from Indiana to print additional 
cop of the annual mes of the President of 
the United States. Lhe » ile adjourned on that 
! ol Rie 

Mr. CAMERON As the bill referred to by 
my colleague cannot be taken up under the rules 
fora rian number of days, | move that some 
t y day next week be tixed for its considera- 


NO MOTE y now, and we 
lL move that next 
ppropriated to. thi 
Vl 


tion Lhe Treasury Pit 
thine. Mon- 


consideration of that 


out to do some 


day ty 


ill 

Mr. BIGLER. My nm 
bill and fix a day for it 
“ithe Chair rightly, he decided that, 
the Sen ite, we could not take 
uy> Cline ideration. Without t tking t] 


he 
bill up, Ido not see that a day can be fixed for 
lt 


tion was to take up the 


consideration; butif I 
unde 

under the rules of 
| for con 


| 


Ss cousimdcravion, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The C 
have the rule read. 

The Seer tary re ad the 2Ist 
lows: 


hair wall 
jolt rule, as fol- 


* After six days fromthe coummmenecment of a second or 


subsequent session of Congress, all bill resolutions, or 
reports, Which Originated in eather House, aud at the close 
ofthe next preceding session meuned ufidetermined in 
either Llouse, shall be ¢ uined and acted on 


in the same 
fnot taken plac 4 

Mr. CAMERON. I do not unders 
that rule prevents it being considered. 

Mr. WADE We cannot take it up untilafter 
six days of the session have passed, 

Mr. CAMERON. Cannot we fix 
for its consideration ? 

Mr. WADE. We can 


rule. 


manner as i an adjournmicnt la 


tund that 


a day 


now 


not touch it under the 


SORDER POLICE. 


Mr. GREEN. to pre 
lowing resolution; and as it is a 
inquiry directed to a committee 
Ch prprartan te d, l will merely 
The Secre tary 
Resolved, That the 
structed to inquire inte the prop 
for cstablishing an armed police 
points along the line separating the 
non slaveholding States, for tiv 
the general peace between the 
invasion of States by citizens of 
efticicnt execution of the tugitive 


lask leave sent the fol- 


that Is not yet 
ask that it be ad. 
read the resolution, as tollows: 


Judiciary be in 
tety of providing by law 
force at all necessary 
slaveholding trom the 

purpose Of thaintaining 
Stites; Of preventing the 
another; and also tor the 
slave laws. 


Committee on the 


PRINTING OF THE PRESIDENTS 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The pending ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from Indiana 
to print extra numbers of the President’s mes- 
Mr. LANE. Mr. Pr 
tention to consume the tim 
length, but merely 


MESSAGE, 


esident, itis not my in- 

» of the Senate at any 
a few words in relation 
to the unhappy condition of our country. 

We are all aware, Mr. President, that there is 
rreat dissatsfaction in this country, and a very 
near approach, something can be done 
very speedily, to a dissolution of the Union. It 
IS not very Strange, as L look at it, that this con- 
dition of things should exist It has been truly 
said that the election of any man to the Presi- 
would not be good for a dissolution 
Union. [Tam prepared to say that the sim- 


to say 


unless 


ae ney 
of the 


eause 


resolution of 


Fs 


CONGRESSIONAL 


ple election ofanv judg- 


' y* 
man to thatothee, iu my 


ment, would ot be cause forad SOLUTION, Nor 
is that the cause of complaint in the country; but 
it t} my oly Vii ty tre hat tit ion 
is k pla \ venuri to 1 
Never i vy \ ibepitia { 
{ ' >a y gs wt? a ‘ i a S 
late one. Th gant stion everywhere was: 


shall the equality of the States be maintained; 
haveariohtt 

ry with property? 
And the verdict of th peopl has been thate qual- 
ity in this country shall not prevail. It is to the 
effect that fifteen States of this Union shall be de- 


to £o 


mite the common territe thew 


priv l of equality; that they shall not ryinto the 
common territory with thete property; that they 
are Infertors, and mu ubmit to inequality and 
degradation. Then, sir, with such a state of 
facts before us, is it stranze that there should be 


dissatistaction and troubl: 

ion have 
weeeded in cleeting the r President is, as Llook 

at it, directly in cor Sian with the Constitution, 

It is directly in e with the equality of the 


States; and though it is said that | 
‘ 


The platform upon which the Opposit 


onflic 
this election is 
in accordance with the Constitution, | must say, 
ion, thatit is in violation of its 
templated by those who 
a si party, 
arly one half the 
upon a platform conflicting 
with the Constitation and with the rights of the 
half of our country, should elect a 
President. Though it may not be in conflict 
with the letter of the Constitution, yet, as lL look 
atit, itis in conflict with its spirit. My opinion 


In my honest opi 
It never 
' ; 
the Con 
vithout an elect 


States of the | 


Spirit. 


Was con 


miade stitution that etional 
ral ticket mae 


States m one 


to-day is, if our fathers in forming that instru- 
ment had provided any means by : hich the 


legality of this election could be tested, before the 
in Court if you pram , they w oe in this 

ise decide in equity that the election of Mr. Lin- 
coln conflicts with the Constitution of the United 
State 8, and is consequently void. 

Mr. HALE. 
Mr. LANE 
no such redress, 
ine the 


posite 


No doubt of it. 

And, sir, while I know there is 
lam neverthe less, notwithstand- 
smiles or laughs of gentlemen on the 
side, fully convinced of the 
aa it never was contemplated, and 
nnot be consistent with the 
one section of this country, without regard to the 
half the States, should have 
the power to cleet a President on a platform in 
contliet with the Constitution and in conthiet with 
the equality of the States of one half the country, 
depriving the m of equality, and depriving them 
of the principle on which the Union was formed. 
Without the maintenance of that prin tiple, the 
Union never could have been formed, and the 
Constitution never could have been adopted. Sir, 
that equality must be maintamed, or this Union 
cannot and ought not to last. To say that the 
people of fifteen States of this Union shall be 
inferiors, that they shall be unequals, that they 
shall not have rights equal with the other portion 


op- 


my position 


itca Constitution, that 


yohts of nearly one 


! 


of the country, is a degradation that a proud, 
honorable, and J ust pe ople cannot submit to:and 
if they should, | would not entertain for them 


that respe etthatl dot to-day. Itis not consistent 
with ‘+, lt Is not with 
right, it is not consistent with justice, to say that 
one portion of this country shall exelude the 
other half of it from the common territory ac- 
cure “dl equally by the blood and treasure of eve ry 
portion of it, and appropriate the whole clu- 
sively to their use, and deprive the other half of 
any participation therein, 

I have witnessed the process of acquiring ter- 
ritory. I know how it is done. [ witnessed it 
upon the battle-field when I saw the brave Mis- 
sissippi regiment led on by the gallant Davis. I 
saw the Kentucky regiment, too, behaving gal- 
lantly in the same battle, commingling their blood 
with the good soldicrs of the northern States. 
3y the victorics achieved in that war we acquired 
territory; and now gentlemen on the other side 
say that it shall be appropriated to their exclu- 
sive use and that of their be can see no 
justice in such decl: irations. TI can see no good 
sense or patriotism, fraternity, or equality, or good 
faith, in such a declaration of prsne iples. Upon 
what principle of right ean a northern, sectional 
party set up exclusive claim to territory acquired 
at such sacrifice of southern as well as northern 


cammon sens consistent 


section. 


rLOBE. 


correctness of 


December 





blood? Can such unyyst orete how | 
or ean the Union be preserved o1 tertins i 
‘ink not. ‘To preserve the Union, w 
just, and carry out in good Very 

a waa of the Const \ 7 

] § mt ¢ ly t ic, i { t th nl ! 
principles sets forth all that state, but | 
lect lately reading Une ech of the Senat 
ae iMr. TRUMBULL, | made in the ya 

Mr. Lin ‘olny in Which he spoke of 1 


Sais oie election of Lincoln. He said 
had secure d one great ob yyect. One great th 
had ace omplish¢ d by this vietory: Il was, 
free territory; that slave ry should never be ex- 
tended upon anoth r foot of the territory of this 
country. 

In addition 
from the honorable Senator from 
{[Mr. Doovitrte|—! will have it 
reethy—in which he commences by 
itis indeed a great tri that it 
forever the territory; th 


} 
peen 


seen a lett 
Wise 
betore me di- 
saying that 


to that, sir, we have 


onsti 


, 


umplis has settled 


ley * 
atsiavery 


question of free 
i 


shall not be extended into the ‘Territories by any 
act, however bold or however spectous; neither 
by border-ruffian decrees 


invasions, nor by the 
ot courts, nor by conert ssional s] Ly 
that the territory now acquired, or hereafter 
acquired, from Mexico or Great Britain—throw- 
ing his eye over ali the opnortuniti 
territory, secing we could only aequire it from 
the one or the other—shall forever remain free. 

He does not stop there, sir. He 

own a portion of the 
Florida, Louisiana, ‘T 
them; and that he is 
that they paid a large sum of money, and sxeri- 
ficed forty thousand lives — $100,000,000 ) 
defend the m, and he is not going to permit them 
to go out of this Union. They cost a price that 
he enumerates; and he intends to hold them a re, 
and they shall have no Jot or part in the canines 
Territories of our common country. Will oul 
people in that portion of the country thus spok 
of, Knowing that the platform of prince adhe 
which that party succeeded in the late election Is 
in conflict with their equality, is in conflict with 
the Constitution; and with these threats at 
Ings re joicing over their suecess, ana the written 
views of distincuished gentlemen on that side— 
vill they Will they submit? Lask you, 
sir, and the patriousm of the country, will they 
submit to this kind of infertority, to this kind of 
insult, inequality, and degradation? If they do, 
sir, Without a guarantee that cannot hereatier be 
broken, that they shall have equality in this coun- 
try, and enjoy rights : ith the other States, then 
they y arenot worthy to be called American citizens 
or freemen. 

I would do anything, sir, to save this Union; 
but it must be saved upon honorable terms; it 
must be saved upon the principles of the Con 
tution. ‘The obnoxious laws—laws violative of a 
faithful and promptexecution of the fugitive slave 
law—now on the statute-books of the northern 
States, must be repealed, and such guarantecs 
made as willsatisfy every man that hereafter their 
rights shall be safe. LT would not advise them to 
be ve ry re ady In acce pting promises, The y are 
easily ‘made and easily broken. 

Then I s ay, Sir, without such guarantees as 
will secure to every portion of this country un- 
questioned equality, without such guarantees as 
will enable every man of every State in this 
Union to go into the common territory and take 
his property and enjoy it while the territorial 
condition re mains, there can be no peace in this 
country; there can be no Union. It does not 
exist to-day. That fraternity, that good faith, 
that honorable feeling and just action that con- 
trolled our fathers, does not exist in this country 
to-day. There must be a change of head, and I 
would to God of heart also. Heaven can work 
amiracle. It did upon Saint Paul, and I would 
be very glad to see it done in this country, and 
the hearts of the people throughout the land 
changed, and good will, good faith, honorable 
feeling, and just action restored, and then the 
country would go on together forever. Bu 
while I say these things, | want it understood 
ner y that I would ask nothing for Orezon 
that she Is not entitled to under the Constitutior 
ee ‘that { would have, and nothing less. At 
sir, say,if the South had the 
and could, 


eod gs but 


to be 


sof aequirn 


professes to 

people of this country-— 

‘Xas—to bave purehased 
t 


rons to hold on to th 





supon 


meetl- 


sit still? 


numerical strengih, 
by action here, or in any other way, 
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deprive the State which I represent of her equal- 
iy or her rights with the other States of this 
Union, | would not submit to it. LT would have 
that which we are entitled to, and | would ask 
no more; but that | would have, and every State 
of this Umonis entitled to it, and ought to and 
must nave it. 

Mr. President, I sent for,and have now in my 
hand, the letter of the distinguished Senator from 
Wisconsin to which | have alluded, and for fear 
J did wot quote it correctly, L will read his letter. 
lt is a beautiful document, but just in keeping 
with the principles upon which Mr. Lincoln was 
elected. Hie says: 

“Racine, November 13. 1860. 
* W. Y. Seuieck, Esq., Corresponding Secretary: 

© Sin: Ag important: business engagement, beyond my 
power to postpone, Will prevent me trom joining the Ke- 
publicans of Milwaukee this evening, in * rejoicing over 


the glorious victory lat ‘ly obtained by the Kepublican 
= ty. 
‘Itis, indeed, a great victory ; establishing two things, 
at least: 
~1. That slavery shall not be extended into the Territo- 
ries, by apy imeans however bold, nor under any contriv- 
ance however specious, ncither by act of Congress, by 
border ruffiau invasion, by judicial decrees, nor by territo 
rial slave codes; but thatthe free Territories acquired or to 
be acquired from Mexico, or Great Britain, shall remain 


Jree. And, 


o> fn 


Phat the majority, and not the minority, by their 
Votes, Constilutionally given, shall determine who shall be 
President ot the United States, and that it is the first prin- 
ciple mt fepublican popular sovercignty that the minority 
niust acquiesce, peaceiully it they will, but they must ac 
quiesce in the euorcement of all constitutional laws en 
acted tor the country, and for the whole country. 

*We have not purchased Piorida to protect our entranee 
into the Gull of Mexico, nor Louisiana to control the out- 
let of the Mississippi valley, nor annexed ‘Vexus, and de- 
fended beragainst Mexico at the expense a thousand 
lives, and S100,000,000, to sufjer the m now to pass under a 


foreign and hostile jurisdic tion. tteannot be done. Mr. 


Lincoln will be inaugurated President of all the United 
States, and must take charge of ali our foreign relations.”’ 


Now, here is the modest part of this letter: 

* When the passion and misrepresentation of the bour 
are passed; wien the people of tie South, who have as 
yetretascd to hear what Republicanism is, except trom its 
politiealencimies, suall learn trom him what it really is, aud 
how grossiy it has becu inisrepresented to them, every con- 
sidcrauonol interest and of patriousin will bind them anew 
to the Atmerican Unton, and lead them toa peacetul acqui- 
escence in Mr. Lincoin’s adininistration. 

s6J. R. DOOLITTLE.” 

Mr. President, it is not the election of Mr. Lin- 
coln that is troubling the country, as IT said be- 
fore, but that he is regarded asa davgerous man; 
that heentertains views and opinions as expressed 
by himself, which are dangerous to the peace 
safi ly, ond rrosperity ot fifteen States of this C nae 
federacy. It is because he has been supported 
and elected by a party holding the views of the 
Senator to whom I have just referred. Mr. Lin- 
coln himself, if he were not in the hands of such 
a party, would not be objectionable, nor would 
he if he had no views, or had expressed none; 
but he has had views; he is an * irrepressible-con- 
flict”? man; he holds that the slave States and free 
States cannot live together. [apprehend the re- 
sult will be, that they will not live together. 

The motion is to print the message. It isa 
very Important State paper, and If approvea very 
considerable portion of it. “here are many points 
in it that I like; and before it govs out to the coun- 
try, | have thought it proper to say this much on 
the 8 subje Ce. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the Senate ready 
for the question on the motion of the Senator from 
Indiana? If there be no objection, the Chair will 

mutthe motion. It requires unanimous consent. 

Mr. WIGFALL. What is the motion? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read it. 

The Seeretary read, as follows: 

Ordered, That there be printed for the use of the Senate 


the same wumber of extra copies of the annual message of 


the President of the United States as was printed of the 
aunual message at the last session. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President—— 

Mr. FIULCH rose. 

The ee PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from New Hampshire yieid ? 

Mr. LiALE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FITCH. | merely desire to say that what 
has now been read was notmy motion. [moved 
that the usual number be printed; and, by general 
consent of the Senate, the motion was adopted. 
The Senate eannot order an extra number with- 
out a report from the Committee on Printing. 


There is a law in the way; not simply a rule of 





the Senate, which can be suspende ‘d. We cannot 


suspend the law; and the lawimperatively requires 
an estimate and a report from the committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then there is neo 
motion before the Senate. 

Mr. FITCH. My motion was adopted yester- 
day, as 1 understood, to print the usual number. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not want any mis- 
understanding. Larose and moved to print the 
usual number. J afterwards heard the gentleman 
say something about extra numbers, and under- 
stood him to make a motion to print them. The 
only motion I made was to print the usual num- 
ber of the message. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to print 
the usual number was first made by the Senator 
from North Carolina. ‘The Senator from Indiana 
afterwards made a suggestion in regard to extra 
numbers. 

Mr. FITCH. I did not understand, did not 
hear, indeed, the motion of the Senator from North 
Carolina; but understood the Presiding Officer to 
say that motion must be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing, when that committee should be 
constituted; and 1 therefore supposed the motion 
was for an extra number, and sought to correct 
it by having the usual number printed, which 
could be ordered, by general consent, without ref 
erence. If that was the motion of the Senator, 
my motion need not goupon the Journal. None 
but the usual number could be printed without a 


reference; and it was the motion of the Senator 


from North Carolina which was adopted, and not 
my own; and really my motion should not be 
matter of record. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New Hampshire is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HALE. 1 was going to say a few words 
in relation to the message, but I do not know that 
1 shall say them now, that being out of the way; 
for 1 understand there is no motion before the 
Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. None. 

Mr. HALE. Then, for the purpose of saying 
the very few words that I mean to say—and I do 
not intend to say much—I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the usual number of the message 
was ordered to be printed. I voted in the affirm- 
ative on that question. That being before the 
Senate, I take oceasion to say that i was very 
much in hopes when the message was present d 
that it would be a document which would com- 
mend itself cord uly cleave £ Iwas not so 
sanguine about its pleasing myself, but 1 was in 
hopes that it would + one thing oranother. I 

vas in hopes that the President would havelooked 
in the face the crisis in which he says the coun- 
try 1s, and that his message would be either one 
thing or another. But, sir, [ have read it some- 
what carefully; [ listened to it as it was read at 
the desk; and, if I understand it—and I think I 
do—it is this: South Carolina has just cause for 
seceding from the Union; th - is the first prop- 
osition. The second is, that she has no right to 
secede. The third is, that we "cies no right to 
prevent her from seceding. That is the Presi- 
dent’s message, substantially. He goes on to rep- 
resent this as a great and powerful c ountry, and 
that no State has a right to secede from it; but 
the power of the country, if L understand the Pres- 
ident, consists in what Dickens makesthe English 
constitution to be—a power to do nothing at all. 

Now, sir, I think it was incumbent on the Pres- 
ident of the United States to point out definitely 
and recommend to Congress some rule of action, 
and to tell us what he recommended us to do. 
But, in my judgment, he has entirely avoided it. 
He has failed to look the thing in the face. He 
has acted like the ostrich, which hides her head, 
and thereby thinks to escape danger. Sir, the only 
way to escape danger is to look it in the face. | 
think the country did e xpect from the President 
some exposition ‘of a dee ide d policy; and I con- 
fess that, for one, I was rather indifferent as to 
what that policy was that he recommended; but 
I hoped that it would be something; that it would 
be decisive. He has utterly failed in that respect. 

I think we might as well look this matter right 
clearly in the face; and Lam not going to be long 
about doing it.) [think that this state of affairs 
looks to one of two things: it looks to absolute 
submission, not on the part of our southern 
fricnds and the southern States, but of the North, 
to the abandonment of their position—it looks to 
a surrender of that popular sentiment which has 


been uttered through the constituted forms of the 
ballot-box; or it looks to open war. We need 
not shut our eyes to the fact. It means war, and 
it means nothine else; and the State which has 
put herself in the attitude of secession so looks 
upon it. She hasasked no counsel, she has con- 
sidered itas a settled question, and she has armed 
herself. As I understand the aspect of affairs, it 
looks to that, and it looks to nothing else « xeept 
unconditional submission on the part of the ma- 
jority. I did not read the paper—t do not read 
many papers—but | understand that there was a 
remedy suggested in a paper printed, | think, in 
this city, and it was that the President and Vice 
Presidenteleet should be inaugurated, (that would 
be a great concession!) and then, being inaugu- 
rated, they should quietly resign! Well, sir, I 
am not ent ircly certain that that would settle the 
question. I think that after the President and 
Vice President elect should have resi@ned, there 
would be as much difficulty in setthne who was 
to take their places as there was in settling it 
before. 

I do not wish, sir, to say a word that shall in- 
crease any Irritation; that shall add any feeling 
of bitterness to the state of things which really 
exists in the country, and T would bear and for- 
bear before T would say anything which would 
add to this bitterness: but I tell you, sir, the 
plain, true way is to Jook this thing in the face— 
see where we are. And | avow here—I! do not 
know whether or not I shall be sustained by those 
who usually act with me—if the issue which is 
presented 1s that the constitutional will of the 
public opinion of this country, expressed through 
the forms of the Constitution, will not be sub- 
mitted to, and war is the alternative, let it come 
in any form or in any pee The Union is dis- 
solved and it cannot be held together as a Union, 
if that is the alternative upon which we go into 
an election. If itis preannounced and determined 
that the voice of the majority expressed through 
the regular and constituted forms of the Consti- 
vathals, vill not be submitted to, then, sir, this is 
not a Union of equals; it isa Union of a dictato- 
rial oligarchy on the one side, and a herd of 
slaves and cowards on the other. That is it, sir; 
nothing more; nothing icss. 

If this discussion is proceeded with, I shall take 
occasion, by the indulzvence of the Senate, 
more to address myself to that pha se of this con- 








once 


troversy which is so constantly, so perseveringly 

soe ontinnously held up—that the northern States 
of the Union are the aggressors in producing this 
unhappy state of things. The northern States of 
this Union are the aggressors in one sense; we 
have asctof pressesand a set of politicians among 
us traitorous to the public voice and the public 
Interests, ministering to a diseased appetite, that 
iend their energies to the dissemination of asper- 
sions and slanders upon the people amovg whom 
they live and upon whom they feed; and I very 
much fear that our friends upon the other side 
have listened too much to theiraspersions of their 
fellow-citizens, rather than to their own convic- 
tions of whatthe truth is. I desire, if this dis- 
cussion proceeds, to show up what | conceive to 
be the true character of this position of things, so 
fein: as relates to the alleged ageressions of the 
northern States; but I do not pretend t6 speak 
for the northern States; | have no right to do . 
they did not send me here: | was not eleeted | 

the northern States; I am only here to speak rid 
one; and let me say, sir, that I have no fe ar, not 
the slightest, no doubt, not the minutest, let the 
result of this unhappy controversy be what it 
may;letit be settled in any form it may; drenched 
in blood, if itmay—lI have no fear, no doubt, that 
that little State which } have the honor in part 
to represent on this floor, will stand acquit—not 
before posterity; I do not care so much about 
that—but will stand acquit b ai the tribunal of 
the eivilized world; will stand ; equi before the 
verdict of Christendom of to-day; will stand’equit 
before the impartial and independent judgment of 
the men of to-day. Ihave no such distrust of 
the position that State occupies, that 1 wish to 
appeal from the present to the future. No,sir. I 


| say that the State which ET have the honor in part 


to represent here, upon thi Const ituuion, upon the 
{ I > ' 
record, and upon the truth of history, will stand 
to-day and forever fully acquit of every charge 
that can be broucht against her of lookiag to the 
infraction on her part of the Constitution, or any 
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of its provisions, be they onerous or otherwise. 


Let me iv further, sir, thatuf there are gentle- 
men who look to the settlement of this contro- 
y y by further « eessions from the North, I 
think ieyvom if md mistake. I believe 

ty | been that we have conceded too 
n we have compromised too much; and we 


h ot to that position of things that whenever 
y faultus found, the ever reeurringe remedy to 
the minds of patriots and statesmen, isstill further 
concessions trom the North. I agree—I have 
aid it here, | have said it to m 
hom a am willing to ré pe 
under the Constitution of the United States you 
are entitled to demand and to lave an honest and 
fair discharge of that obligation which is im- 
posed on all the States in rv gard to the rendition 
of fugitive slaves; and I am willing, perfectly 
willing, that there shall be an honest, fair, and 
thful performanes of that pledge. 
stened to the Senator trom North Carolina 
iy, and T agreed in very mueh that he 


rown people at 


catit here—I aeree that 


a 





udas general truths than 
an thi ee appheation that he wished to 
ope > but I can tell — 
he will sum up every case of injury, of suffering, 
the els of the free States upon 
the meht that the y have to recapture fucitive 


ud—more in what he 


ee Ss1OoOn by 


slaves, and put it all down in its darkest color: 
truth and fancy 
can make it; sum is all told, l ean show 
him aggressions upon the rights of citizens of the 
free Stat S—upon the coustitutional richt which 
is conferred on the citizens of each State in every 
State—I can show cases of as ; 


as hideous a 


draw the imag 


Vien th 





fzression against 
that right that will infinitely outweigh and out- 
numb r everything that can be brought in the 
way of ageression by the free States upon the 





rizhts of the South in regard to the rv capture of 


their slaves. 

Sir, we are trying an cxperiment. I believe 
We are 1p 1ts crisis. : have never been of at 
number who have been dis ‘pos d to sympathi 
with 4th of July orators, who have been in the 
habit, for the last half or three quarters of a cen- 
tury, of glorifying this country and telling what 
great things she had done. I have uniformly 
said, when I have had occasion to address thi 
public on the subject, ** We have done nothing ; 
ve are but at the beginning of a great experi- 
ment.”? We Why, sir, it 
has not yet outlived the ages of the soldicrs who 
fought us batiles and won its victories; but yet 
we are boasting of our victory. Sir, 1 think Rome 
existed as a Republic for six hundred years, and 
they might well boast of something that they had 
done ; but that Republic passed away. We have 
not yet survived the lifetime of the men who 
fought the battles of liberty, or of the patriots 
and sages who formed our Constitution of gov- 
ernment. What we have obtained, we have ob- 
tained by a great effort and a great price. It was 
not the mere price of the American Revolution; 
it was not the mere price of the patriot blood that 
was shed, or of the patriot counsels that formed 
the Constitution; but away back, centuries upon 
centuries ino English history » Where power. and 
principle contended against cach other with al- 
ternatessuccess and defeat—in all those sania s 
there had been going on the contest which is cul- 
minating in our experiment here; and no patriot 
hlood that was poured out on the battle-fields in 
the civil wars of England has been insignificant 
in relation to this conflict. 

Now sir, I have said nearly all that I propose 
to say, unless [ am provoked by and by to say 
more, Which I hope I shall net be; but, sir, I will 
add this: we shall present a most humiliating 
spectacle to the world if, at this time, when by tlie 
acknowledement of the President of the United 
States the blessings Heaven mans descended 
people m all re channels of their efforts 
and their business to an unexampled degree; 
when the bounties of Heaven have been showered 
down upon us with no niggard hand: ata time, 
too, whi ny by th onfess ion of a Si nator ft "om 
Georgia, not now in his seat, | Mr. Toomss,] made 
last yearon tin floorofthe Senat oan cannot quot 
his very words, but l can his sentiment—this 
General Government was fasth faulty performin r 
all its functionsin relation to the ve States, and 
in relation to every State, never more faithfully 
ent time; TI, Say, if undei such 


+] ' 
Ci i at es, with a faith il Gove rhment, ind. I 


» - 1) 
talk of our Republic! 


upon this 


honorable Senator, if 


vill add, a subservient judiciary, with the bless- 
ings of Providence coming down upon us as they 

time this Confederacy ania 
burst, this glorious fraternity of States be diss 

ered, and we try, by th 
of separate State ; ction, tocarry out the wreat ex- 
periment of human liberty, we shall present a 
Why, sir, the very 
day, the very hour, that weare coming to such a 
result, and thus de veloping our experiment, the 
States ofltaly, that forcenturies have gone through 
the baptism of fire and blood, groaning memenet 
the iron heel of despotism, one under this, and 
another under that, are throwing off the alnenil 
uniting together—I say that, at sucha time, when 
the classic States of Italy y taught by the bitter ex- 
perience of centurt 


are, if at such a 


doubtful contingencies 


most humiliating spectacle. 


s, are seeking, by a consolida- 
ted con: aeasiitan! eovernment, to come together 
and unite their energies for liberty, for independ - 
ence, and for progress, if we, untaught by all the 
past, reckless of the present, and blind to the 
future sshouldn iadly d ish oursel v suponthisd * 
shores no. ye of prophe eyor of faut 

shall present a oad spectacle to 
the world. Sir, | do not know what is to be the 
future; but] do hope that, if we cannot settle this 
difficulty in the spiritin which it ought to be set- 
tled, we shall at least have the courage and the 
manhood to look it straight in the face, and un- 
derstand what it is. 

1 know nothing, sir, about the policy of the 
incoming Administration. [ have never passed 
a word, by mouth or by letter, with the Presi- 
dent elect since he has been nominated for the 
high office to which the people have elected him. 
It has been my fortune, since I have had a seat 
upon this floor, to find myself uniformly, con- 
stantly, and perseveringly sin the op position to the 
See aaa I am far from certain that I 
have not got to take the same position in regard 
to the incoming 


oceah, W hose 


cau disc ry}, We 


Administration—very far. One 
thing is certain: if that Administration shall quail 
in the performance of its duty, if its head shall 
hesitate, as Mr Buchanan has done, to look the 
thing clearly in the face, and mark out a policy 
consistent with houorand patriotism, he certainly 
will not find me among the number of his sup- 
porters. 

Mr. BROWN. 


into debate: for, 


I am not going, sir, to enter 
standing here as the representa- 
tive of Mississippi, who has assumed her own 
attitude, and will,in her own way and in herown 
rood time, vindicate her position, silence, If feel, 
best becomes me; but the Senator from New 
Hampshire, as 1 understand him, presents the 
issue on the other side, which we are expected to 
meet, 

Mr. HALE. Will the 
single moment? 

Mr. BROWN. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator says I present the 
issuc of the other side. Let me say th is, to put 
that Senator right, and everybody else w ne takes 
an interest In what so humble an individual as I 
amhas said. What I he ave said, I have said of my- 
self, without any consultation with any human 
being. I do not know that it is any more agrec- 
able to my friends on this side than it is to — 
on the other. I have spoken for myself and < 
very small State away down East, and only for 
half of her. 

Mr. BROWN. Iam chiefiy concerned to as- 
certain, Mr. President, whether I understand the 
issue presented by the Senator as he desires to 
have it understood. As I comprehended him, he 
presented this issue: thatthe South must submit 
to the election of Abraham Lincoln, with all the 


Senator allow me a 


| consequences flowing from that election, or war 


is inevitabl Did I understand the Senator cor- 
rectly ? Does he, even speaking for himself, pre- 
sent the issue to us in that form, that we must 
submit to the election of Abraham Lincoln, and 
whatever may legitimately flow from it, or war 
is to be thee onsequence I understand the Sen- 
ator to present the issue in that form. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator want an an- 
swer now? 

Mr. BROWN. Yes, sir: I desire it now. 

Mr. HALE. Well, Mr. President, [I think 
you and every body else who did me the honor 
to listen to me, will bear me witness that I ut- 
tered no threats at all I only spol of what I 
SUpPPose d would be the imevitable const quenee 


A President has | o vlveted in the forms of the 


December 


The Senator will indulge mea 
Tamup. The Senate 


. : 
hat onl amuinority of 


Constitution. 
moment while 
Carolina says 
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yoof votes 
of the people elected bin. Thatis the truth: buat 
a minority of the votes cleeted James Buchanan; 
a minority of the votes elected Jam ix. Polk, 
and I did not hear on these oceasious any objec- 


tion made on that account, because ft was a con- 
sututional majority. ‘They were elected in the 
form which the people prescribed in the Consti- 
tution, and so has Ir. Lincoln been. Now, 
what | have said, is this : the majority must yield, 
or the minority; we cannot all prevail on every 
issue, The majority have elected the President. 
The South refuse to submit. IT do not say they 
do, but Lam putting that alternative. If they 
refuse to submit, L say that, in my humble judg- 
ment, war will be the consequence. I do not say 
it shall, or it must, but I say I believe it will, 
and that it will naturally follow, and cannot be 
avoided. 

Mr. BROWN. We then,sir, understand each 
other substanually alike. Now, where is this 
wartocome from? Does the Senator,or do those 
who sympathize with him, suppose that South 
Carolina and Georgia and Alabama and Mis- 

issippi and Florida and ‘Texas, who, it is sup- 
posed, sympathize with South Carolina in all her 
present movements, and mean for cood or for evil 
fortune to go with her—does the Senator suppose 
that they are going to make war upon the North? 
If he does, let me say to him, once for all, that 
he is most egremiously mistaken. All we ask is 
that we be allowed to depart in peace. Do you 
mean to say that that is not to be allowed us, 
that we shall neither have peace in the Union, nor 
be allowed the poor boon of seeking rt out of the 
ewe If that be your attitude, war is inevita- 
ble. We feel as every American citizen M ot 
blinded by passion and by prejudice must feel, that 
in this transaction we have been ne ‘ ply agerieve “ee 
that the accumulating wrongsof y shave finally 
culminated in your triamph—not a triumph of 
Abraham Lincoln, not your individual triumph— 
but in the triumph ot prine iples 
which would be the de pest de eradat tion thata free 
pe ople ever submitted to. We cannot. Calmly , 
quietly, with all the dignity which Tean summon, 
I say to you, we willuotsubmitto it. We tivite 
no war: we exper ‘tnone, - id hop efornone., We 

say in the lancuage whieh L once used to the Sen 
ator from New York not now in his seat, | Mr. 
Sewarn,] ‘Let there be no strife, | pray thee, 
between me and thee, and between my herdmen 
and thy herdmen, for we be brethren. [fthou wilt 
take the left hand, then I will go to the right: or 
if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to 
the left.’’ All we ask ts to be allows ; to depart 
in peace. Submit we will not; and if, because we 
will not submit to your domination, you choose 
to make war upon us, let God defend the right. 

Mr. IVERSON. Ido not rise, Mr. President, 
for the purpose of entering at any length into this 

to defend the President’s messace, 
which has “hi attacked by the Senator from 
New Hampshire. I am not the mouth-piece of 
the President. While Ido not agree with some 
portions of the message, and some of the posi- 
tions which have been taken by the President, I 
do not perceive all the inconsistencies in that doc- 
ument which the Senator from New Hampshire 
has thought proper to present, 

It is true, that the President denies the consti- 
tutional richt of a State to secede from the Union; 
while, at the same time, he also states that this 
Federal Government has no constitutional right 
to enforce or to coerce a State back into the Union 


, to submit to 


discuss ion, or 





which may take upon itself the respons:bility of 


secession. [do not sce any inconsistency in that. 
The President may be right when he asserts the 
fact that no State has a constitutional right to 
secede from the Union. [do not myself place 
the right of a State to secede from the Union upon 
constitutional grounds. | admit that the Cen- 
stitution has net granted that power to: 
It is exeeedingly doubtful even whether the right 
has been reserved. Cortainly it has not bes 
served in express terms. 1 therefore do not place 
the expected action of at 
in the present eo 
tional right of see am not prepared 
to dispate, therefore, the position which the Pres- 
ident has taken upon that peut 
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sionof aState is anactof revolution taken through 
that particular means or by that particular meas- 
ure. It withdraws from the Federal compact, 
disclaims any further allegiance to it, and sets it- 

lf up asa separate government, an independent 


State. The 


: State does it at its peril, of course, 
beeause itmay or may not be cause of war by thi 
remaming Siates ¢ omposing the Federal Govern- 
ment. If they think proper to consider mt such 
an act of disobedience, or if they consider that 
the policy of the Fed val Goverament be such 
that itcannotsubmit to this dismemberment, why 
then they may or may not make war if they 
choose upon the sceeding States. Itwill be a ques- 
tion of course for the federal Government or the 
remamipge States 
they will permita State to zo out of the Union, and 
remain as a separate and mdependent State, or 
whether they will attempt to fase © her back at the 
pomtof the bayonet. "Phat is a question, I pre- 
sume, of poliey and of expe “die ney, which will be 
eouside red by the remaining Stat 


‘ederal Government, 
i 
| 


es Composing the 


! 


j eaanieh ‘taste organ, tue 
J 


“‘ederal Government, whenever the contines ncy 

But, sir, while a State has no power, under the 
Constitution, conferred upon it to secede from the 
Pederal Government or from the Union, each 
State has the rightof revolution, which all admit. 
Whenever the burdens of the Government under 
which it acts become so onerous that it cannot 
bear them, or if anticipated evil shall be so great 
that the State believes it would be better off— 
even risking the perils of secession—out of the 
Union than init, then that State, in my opinion 
like all people upon earth, has the ake to ex- 
ercise the great fundamental principle of self- 
preservation, and go out of the Union—though, 
of course, at ts own peril—and bear the risk of 
the consequences. And while no State mav have 
the constitutional right to secede from the its 
the President may not be wrong when he says 
the Federal Government has no power under the 
Constitution to compel the State to come back 
It may be a casus omissus in the 
Constitution; but TI should Iike to know hg re 
the power exists tn the Constitution of the United 
States to authorize the Federal Government to 
coerce a sovercign State. It does not exist in 
terms, at any rate, In the Constitution. IT dot 
think there Is any inconsistency, therefore, be- 
tween the two positions of the President im the 
message upon these particular potuts, 

‘The only fault | have to find with the message 
of the President, is the inconsistency of another 
poruon. He declares that.as the States na no 
power to secede, the Federal Government is in 
fact a consolidated Government ; that itis nota 
voluntary association of States. I denyit. It 
was a voluntary assoc iiakans of States. No State 
was ever forced to come into the Federal Union. 
Every State came voluntarily into it. It was an 
association, a voluntary association ot States; 
and the President’s position that it is nota vol- 
untary association Is, in my opinion, altogether 
wrong, 

gut whether that be so or not, the President 
declares and assumes that this Government is a 
consolidated Government to this extent: that all 
the laws of the Federal Governmentare to operate 
directly upon each individual of the States, if not 
upon the States themselves, and must be enforced; 


into the Union. 


and yet, at the same time, he says that the State }| 


which secedes is notto be coerced. He says that 
the laws of the United States must be enforced 
against every individual of aState. Of course the 
State 1s ¢ omposed of individuals within its limits, 


and if you cnforee the laws and obligations ofthe | 


Federal Government against cach and every in- 
vidual of the State, you enforce them against a 
State. While, therefore, he says that a State is 
not to be coerced, he declares, inthe same breath, 
his determination to ¢ ch anetia laws of the Union, 
and therefore to coerce the State if a State goes out. 
rding to my idea, 
ce how the President or anybody 
else can reconcile. That the Federal Governmen 

r the seceding Seed 
yet hot coeree hie rinto obr it nee, is to me ineom- 
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here is the Inconsistency, acco 
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is to enforce its laws ov 
rehensible, 

Rot i did not rise, Mr. P 
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I behalf of Che State 


re sident, to diseu Ss 
ition to the message; | ross 
that J represent, as well as 
other southern States that are engaged in this 


THE 


to decide for themselves, whether 


CONGRE 


movement, to accept the issue which the Senator 
— New Hampshire has seen fit to tenger—that 
,ofwar. Sir, the southern States that are now 
ai in this matter, are not doing it without 
due consideration. We have looked over the 
whole field. We believe that the only security 
for the institution to whieh we attach so much 
importance is st 
acy. Weare satisfied, notwithstanding the dis- 
laimers upon the part of the Black Republicans 
to the contrary, that they intend to use the Fed- 
eral pow ; : 


eession and a southern confeder- 


when the y get posse ssion of it, to 
put down an nd xtinguish the institution of slavery 
1 the southern Stat [do not intend to enter 
upon the discussion of that pot. That, how- 

It is the opinion ofa large 


’ txy mat >} . wae 
majority of those with whom [associate at home, 


cver, Is MY Opto, 


and EL believe of the southern people. Believing 
| + / ; 
that this is the 


intention andeobjeet, the ultimate 
aim and design of the Republican party, the 
Abolitionists ef the North, we do not intend to 
stay in this Union until we shall become so weak 
that we § hall hot b ; able to resist wl hi the time 

comes for resistane Our true policy t 
which we have made up our min is to follow. 
Our true policy is, toro out of this Union now 
while we have strength to resist any attempt on 
the part of the Federal Government to coerce us. 
lean te It the Senator from New Hampshire, 
as well as all of his friends, when they talk about 
South Paceline roing out, that she is not the 
only State that is going out. Her destiny is be- 
yond doubt fixed. She is determin d, in the 
graphic Janguage of . . distinguished Senator, 
not here to-d: LY, {Mr. TAMMOND, ]t oo outhich, 
dry, and forever; and rks are other States that 
intend to follow her example. So far as my own 
State is concerned, she is the last one in the 
series of those who have ordered conventions to 
act upon the subject; but although she is the last 
one whose decision wil Ibe made of the five States, 
Ihave the confidence to assert here upon this 
floor that she will not be behind her sisters in 
} 


| 1s . , < P . = 
the boldness, decision, and firniun of her action. 


Lam satisfied that South Carolina will resolve | 


hersclf into a separate, sovercign, and independ- 

ent State, before the ides of Ja Wary; that Flor- 
rand Mississip 

meet, will follow the example of South Carolina; 

and that Alabam i—pr mud dauchter of my own 

State—aectuated by a patriotism and pri de , will 


pi, whose conventionsare soon to 





will set to her sisters, and will go cut of the Union 


on the 7th of January. Then the Geor 





ia col- 


vention follows on the 16th of hes month: and if 


these other aaRERITINS sisters shall take the 
step, re will not be behind; and, sir, before 
the 4th of Marech—before you jnaororete your 


President—there will be ec rtainly five Stat Ss if 


not eight of them, that will be out of the Union 
and have 
rovernment for themst ie 

As the Senator cng New Hampshire very 
prope rly remarked, it is time to look this thing 
in the face. ‘The time ts : zellieen rapidly to the 
consummation of these great objects; and, in my 
opinion, there is nothing this side of Heaven that 
can prevent their consummation, You talk about 
concessions. You talk about repealing the per- 
sonal liberty bills as a concession to the South. 
Repeal them all to-morrow, sir, and it would not 
stop the progress of this revolution It is not 
your personal liberty bills that we dre ad. Those 
personal liberty bills are obnoxious to us noton 
account of their practical operation, not because 
they prevent us from reclaiming our fugitive 
slaves, but as an evidence of that deep-seated, 
wide-spread hostility to our institutions, which 
must sooner or later end in this Union in their 
extinction. Th it is the reason we obje etto your 
person al liberty bills. It is not beeause that in 
their _— th al operation they ever do any harm. 
But, sir, if all the libs rty bills were ‘pealed to- 
day, the South would no more gain her fugitive 


slaves than if they were in existence. 








It is not 
the personal liberty laws; it is mob laws that w 


t 
{ 
sentiment of the northern States that are onppos d 


to this institution of slavery, and are determined 


to break it down—to use all the power of the Fed- 
eral Govertiment, as well as every other power 
in their hands, to bring about its ultimate and 
speedy extinction, That 1 whi tw apprehend, 


and what in part mo us to look for securit 


formed a constitution and frame of 
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and protection in secession and a southern con- 
federacy. 

Nor do we pager it there will be any overt 
acts upon the part Mr. Lincoln. For one, I 
do not dread these uae acts. I do not propose 
to wait for them. Why, sir, the power of this 
iy ng rnment could be so exercised avainst 
the institution of slave ry in the = States 
as th it, Without an overtact, the institution would 
not last ten years. We know hae, sir; and see- 
Ing the storm which is approaching, although it 
may be seemingly inthe distanee, we are determ- 
ined to seck our own safi ty and security before 
it shall burst upon us and ove Suis Im us with its 
fury, When we are not in a situation to defend 
ourselves, 

Now, sir, we intend to go out of this Union. I 
speak what [ believe upon this floor, that, before 
the 4th ef March, five of the southern States at 
least will have deelared their independence; and 
lam tisfied that three others of the cotton States 
will follow as soon as the action of the people can 
be had. Arkansas, whose Legislature is now in 
session, will, in all probability, call a convention 
at an early day. Louisiana will follow. Her 
Legislature is to mect; and although there isa 
clog in the wav of the lone-star State of Texas 

ithe personof her G vernor, who will not con- 
sent to call her Legislature tovether, and give the 
people of that State an ai to act, yet the 
public sentiment m that State 1s so deeided in 
favor ofthis moveme nt a ven the Governor will 
be overridden: and if he does not yi Id to public 
sentiment, some Texan Brutus will arise to rid his 
country of the hoary-headed incubus that stands 
between the people and their sovereign will, 

We int nd, Mr. Pri sident, to go Out peace ably 
if we can, forcibly if we must; but I do not be- 
lieve, with the Senator from New Hampshire, 
that there is going to be any war. If five or eight 
States go out, they will necessarily draw all the 
other southern States after them. That is a con- 
sequence that nothing can prevent. If five or eight 
States go out of this Union, I should like to sce 
the man that would propose a declaration of war 
against them, or atte mpt lo force them into obe- 
dicnee to the Federal Government at the point of 
the bayonet or the sword. 


S 








ir, there has been a good deal of vaporing on 
thi subject. A great many threats have been 
thrown out. T have heard them on this floor, and 
upou the floor of the other Llouse of Congress; 
but I have also perceived this: they come from 
those who would be the ve ry last men to attempt 
to put their threats into execution. Men talk 
sometimes about their eighteen million who are 
to whip us; and yet we have heard of cases in 
Which just such men had suffered themselves to 
rsieg switched in the face, and trembled like sheep- 
stealing dogs, expecting to be shotevery minute 
These threats gent rally come from men who 
vould be the very last to exccute them. Some 
of these northern editors talk about whipping the 
outhera States like spamels. Brave a but 
[ venture to assert none of those men would ever 
volunteer to command an army, to be sent down 
South, to coerce us into obedience to Federal 
powe _- js 
but, sir, there is to be no war. The northern 
States are controlled by sagacious men, like the 
distinguished Reuse Sone New York, [Mr. 
Sewarv.] Where public opinion and action are 
thus controlled by men of common sense, who 
know well that they cannot succeed in a war 
against the southern States, no such attempt of 
coercion will be made. If one State alone was to 
go out, unsustained by her surrounding sister 





States, possibly war fight ensue, and there might 
an attempt made to coerce he r,and that would 
ceive rise to civil war; but, sir, South Carolina 1s 


not to go out alone. In my opinion, she wil i be 
sustained by all her ee sisters. o may 
not all go out immediately; but they will, in the 
end, join South Carolina in this important move- 
ment; and we shall. in the next twelve months, 
have a coufederacy of the southern States,anda 
ssful oper- 


Ich, In my Opinion, Wil be a govern- 


vovernmeit Inaugurated, and in suces 


auon, 





mentof the createst prosperity and power that 
the world has ever seen. ‘There will be no war, 
in my opinion. Such an effort would be fruttless, 
and men of sense know it. 

There are but two instances in modern history 
in which a nation has been overcome by a foreign 
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d \ i i 1 d the a 
t f ft \ Joven th 
i dbutforthet \ 
{ | { but Mexico ) 
l i re distracted d 
} kened by division mio} 
i { fit n slave Sta ( ‘ 
i i did to tn 
(x ! ii 9 it i pited t y Ti to 
! would dety the world i arm , much bk th 
thern > ! i t s Confeder big Ming 
i ir own vit, dha Pour own u 
I ts and honor, we could not be conquered even 
1) he com ied ti t of | it other States; und 
wu rT) i northern Stat Sy 
would understand that too well to make the effort. 
1} less whatw lthey gain ifthey conquered 
' VW fit be a Union worth preserving which 
huyital ned by No, sn Like the Pr 
I oft { ted stat Ho sib] mit ) 
' yi ded by proper coi : 
V ot making war to bring 
t li State tthe point of the bayons 
i i i Ido not apprehend any wat 
| { hea Sta yor the Federal Gov- 
nt contro d by the coun ls of the nort 
» States, empl to coeree us, then war 
Wi! ome: andlike the Senator from New ILamp- 
Sibl . if hh Wit War, | Ly hie re to day we are 
ready for it We intend to pre pal for war. We 
lo not believe that war will ensue, but we aré 
determined to prepare for it. A wise man will 
lwaysprep finn iny danger or muingency that 
may arise; and we are preparing for it. We will 
be prepared when the time comes. We will fight 
for our liberties, our rights, and our honor; and 
Wi not a fi te race of Mexicans, either, I 


do not belteve we shall have any treachery as 
Huneary had in her war with Austria and Rus- 





\ | reve we shall have a united peop! 
[ | \ ii y tyandin all that 
M do not dread war, exec) ) 
fi sequen which always 
follow stoi We know how much 
distres 
Ba hend that when we go out and 
form our contederacy—as I think and hop W 
ldo very shorthy—the northern States, or the 
Pederal Government, will s its true policy to 
be to letus vo ta pence and make tr aties of in- 
merce and amity h us, from which they will 


derive more advant 





s than from any atte mpt to 
coerce us. ‘They cannot succeed in coercing us. 

“they allow us to formour Government without 
difficu ty, we shall be very 


masa favored nation a 


rifling to look upon 
id give them all t 


advantages of commercial and amicable treattes 








I hav no doubt but that both of us—certainly 
the southern States—would live better, more hap- 
pily, more prosperously, and with greater friend- 
ship, than we live now in this Union 

Sir, diseuise the fact as you will, there is an 


enml ween the northern and southern people 
pcol 


thatis deep and enduring, and you never can 


eradicate it never! Look at the spectacle ex- 
| 
.: 
hil | t floor. Howitsit? ‘There arethe 
> , 


tepublican northern Senators upon that side. 
Here are the sout ros nators on this side. Hlow 


much social intercourse ts there between us? You 


tupon your side, silent and gloomy; we sit 
upon ours with knit brows and portentous scowl: 


Yesterday, L observed that there was not a soli- 
tary man on that side of the Chamber came over 
here even to extend the civiliies and courtesies 


of life: ner did any of us go over there. Here 
two hostile bodies on thig floor; and it is but 
type of the fe r that exists between the two 
We are enemics as much as if we wer 
hostile S . I beheve that the northern people 
hate t South worse than ever the English peo- 
ple hated Fra ; id I in tell my brethren over 
there that there ts no love lost upon the part of 
t : 
In thi tf r. divided as w ire by 
inte ' ’ ine, by everything 
ty) mal two | ( d stil 
isk why w S :t i un [ ria 
tor i We ! hot lived peace; We are 
} now living neace. It is not expected or 
i ! that W shaitever iy lip ; My do 
trine is that whenever even man and wite find 


that they must quarrel, and cannot live in peac 


they ought to separate; and these two sections— 
“North and South—manifesting, as they have 
ind do now, and probably ever will mani- 

{ nas of h rated as. the i 
it sand object , my own opinion is th y 
in never live in peace; and the sooner they sep- 

} Weller 

Sir, the entiments [have thrown out crudely 
I i ® and upon the spur ot the eccasion., l 


ould not have OF ened my mie uth, but that the 
Senator from New Hamp: hire seemed to show 
piritof bravado, as if he intended to alarm 
‘are the Southern States into a retreat from 
their movements. He says that war is to come, 
and you had better take care, therefore. ‘That is 


the purport of his language; of course those are 





not his words; but [ understand him very well, 
and everybody else, Lapprehend, unde rstands him 
that war is threatened, and therefore the South 
had better look out. Sir, ldo not believe there 
vill be any war; but if war is to come, let it 
ome, We will mect the Senator from New 
Hlampshire and all the myrmidons of Abolition- 
ism and Black Republicanism everywhere, upon 
our own soil; and in the lancuave of a distin- 
ruished member from Ohio in relation to the 


Mex ! 


ican war, we will ** welcome you with bloody 
ahs Bee b | 4 i 
nands 


} 0 hospitable graves. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, on the motion 
o print the ordinary number of copies of the 
President’s me re made yesterday, I was pre- 
pared | yallow it to pass insilenee,bothasa cour- 


t 


tesy to the Executive and asa document necessary 
o the performance of the ordinary duties of the 


Senate. ‘The proposition now before the Senate 


to print an extra number of copics, carries with it 


those who sanction it. [tis to printextra copies 
for distribution of something considered so valu- 


) able to the public that we should incur the ex- 


ye 


nsce—eK— 
Mr. TIALE. Will the Senator allow me to 
correct him ina matter of fact? Tle is mistaken 
in the character of the question before the Senate, 
U; ym a question of order, that was withdraw Nn, 
ind after it was withdrawn, I, having had the 
floor, and given way, made a mouon pro forma 
to reconsider the motion orderin 


the message to 
be printed, giving notice at the same time that I 
only made it for the purpose of submitting som: 
remarks; and [now withdraw the motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion can 
ly be withdrawn by the consent of the Senate. 
Mr. DAVIS. On that question, of course, | 
will make no remarks directly to the message. | 
think itis proper to print the message, whether it 
be good, bad, or indifferent; and therefore, in re- 
lation to the character of the message, I shall 
make no remarks upon the motion to print the 
ordinary number of copies. Iwill, however, take 
this occasion to say that, as a Senator of the 
United States, Lam here to perform my functions 


on 


as such; that before a declaration of war is made 


t+ 


against the State of which Lam a citizen, I ex- 
pect to be out of the Chamber; that when that 
declaration of war is made, the State of which I 
am a citizen will be found ready and quite willing 
to meet it. While we remain here, acting as em- 
bassadors of sovereign States, at least under the 
forms of friendship, held together by an alliances 
as close as it is possible for sovereign States to 
stand to each other, threats from one to the other 
seem to be wholly inappropriate; and therefore 
I shall make no further remarks. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, I propose, 
as the debate has been opened upon this question, 
not to give my views in extenso, but very briefly 
to comment upon some matters that have fallen 
from Senators on both sides of this Chamber. I 
am induced particularly to do so in consequence 
of what has fallen from the Senator from Geor- 
ria. Heand I do not understand the Constitu- 
tion in the same way; and he and I do not look 
at the great issues that are now pending, and 
Wil 


‘soon to be precipitate d upon the coun 


try, from the same siand point. If [ believed 


that the act of secession was one of revolution, 
' , +! ‘ ; 

that it was one in direct conflict with the Consti- 
tution of the United States that Lam sworn to 


Cit i 
obey, | should hesitate much before L would utter 


such sentiments as Lam in the habit of uttering, 
and before [would advise such action as [am in 
the habit of advising—Il mean to those who ask 
my opinions 
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at least some mark of appro il on the part of 


December 5, 


I regret very much the charact 








which we have now under discussion; not upon 
the ground that the Senator from New L[lanip- 
shire predicates his objections—that it is neither 
one thing nor the other; but for the, to me, more 
sausfactory reason that itis both one thi Y and 
the other. Tt is dificult for men who have no 
well-defined ideas upon subjects which they an- 
dertake to discuss, to dise them so that they 


ean correctly be unde 


Within atew years pp 


In this country, 


: : 
has been shed a 





flood of light upon the form of government under 
which we are living, which those who came from 
another renerauion, and be long to another age, | 
rv ar, have not imbibed. There are antediluvians, 
and then there are some w ho did not live before 
the flood: but I suppose they mieht be ealled post- 
diluvians, probably paulo-postdiluvians—a very 
short time after it, and they seein not to have pro- 
rressed. 

Now, sir, itis a historical fact that the journals 
of the convention, for some reason or other, were 
a sealed book until about 1820. We discussed— 
I mean those who went before us—the Constitu- 
tion without the light which was necessary to 
five meaning to its different clauses. Subse- 
quently to that time the Constitution has been 
1, because the journals of the 

lave been published. ‘The contro- 
versy in 1832 threw a flood of light upon this 
question; and in 1552, the Democratic party at 
Balumore adopted the Kentucky and Virginia 
resolutions, with Mr. Madison’s report, as their 

i 

text and creed. No man who professes to be- 
lieve those doctrines can deny the sovereignty of 
the States. No man who prof sses to believe 
those doctrines can deny that the Constitution is 
a compact between States. No man who admits 
that that Constitution is a compact, as it is called 
in the second Kentucky resolution, under the 
Style and title of the Constitution of the United 
States, to whicheach State has acceded asa state, 
can deny that the States are the judges in the last 


better understoor 
convention | 





resort of the meaning of that compact ; and no 
man who admits that the Constitution is a com- 
pact between States, to which cach State acceded 
asa State,can deny the right to secede, whenever 
any State sees fit. To talk of secession, there- 
fore, being a revolutionary right, is to use terms 
with a looseness and wantof signification, a want 
of accuracy, that renders discussion upon sucha 
que stion utterly impossibl between men who use 
these terms with definite meanings and those who 
use them vaguely. 

Now, sir, if youadmit that the individuals who 
live between the two oceans, and between the 
Gulf and the lakes, do not compose a single po- 
litical community, that they are not a State, but 
that those individuals who live within these lim- 
its are States, separate, distinct, political commu- 
nities, that they have ratified a compact which is 
binding between them, then atonce you introduce 
the law of nations as the rule for construing that 
cempact. When political communities, when 
nations, when States, enter into compacts with 
each other, the effeet is to bind all their citizens. 
When the State of Texas ratified the Constitution 
of the United States, it was a matter of not the 
slightest importance whether Lor any other citizen 
of that State approved or disapproved of the rati- 
fication. We were bound by it. Eo instanti the 
laws of the United States became operative within 
the limits of that State,and we were bound to obey 
those laws. Why? Because the political power 
of the State of Texas had ratified that Constitu- 
tion; beeause she had become one of the States 
of the Union; and because, by the sixth article 
of the Constitution, that Constitution and the 
laws made in accordance with it were the su- 
preme law of the land. When Texas, in her 
sovereign capacity, When the political power 
Which made this compact shall revoke the ratifi- 
cation, the laws of the United States cease there 
to operate, and the eitizens of ‘Texas cease to owe 
any obedience to the laws of the United States. 
Why? Beeanse the laws of the United States 
xtend over the limits of the United States, and 


wing ceased to be one of the States of this 











Union, of course the operation and eliecet of those 
! > ‘ ¢ , ats ‘ ] ) . 
wawWws s§s moat hen Hits, These are pial prop- 


ositions which those who call themselves Demo 


erats profess, and those who are Democrats be- 
lic ve. 


Then, tatalk of secession being a revolutionary 
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right, is, in my opinion—well 


, | will not use an 
epithet—it is not logieal; it is using the term in 


a sense in which itcan never be used by lawyers. 
Has a State the right to withdraw without 
cause? Hlas a State the right to withdraw with 


cause? Tsay that itis a matter of not the slightest 
co Bangs ges- ait r there be cause or not. Each 
State must act for herself, and upon her own 


respousibility; and the only thing in the message 
of the President which he says cannot be done, 
is the only thing that L believe can be done by 
this Government when a State has withdrawn, 
and thatis,to declare war. By the Constitution 
of the United States the Federal Government has 
the right to declare war. We can to-day declare 


war against England, or against any of the great 
Kuropean Powers. There ts no cause for declar- 
ing war; but suppose we declare it: war exists; 


letters of m irque and reprisal can be issued; their 
ecommerce can be cut up; their towns can be 
burned, and their forts bombarded. Who can 
prevent it? There isthe question, Suppose that 
‘great Britain and the United States put each a 
different construction upon one of their treaties: 
the right or the wrone does not alter the fact. 
The United States Government can this day 
revoke the ratification of any treaty between her 
and Great Britain. If she does revoke the ratifi- 
caution of that treaty, that treaty ceases to be bind- 





and every eitize n of the United States is released 
from any obligation to obey any single stipula- 
tion or article m= that treaty. If we, without 
cause, were to-day to revoke a treaty between 
this country and England, or any other Power, 
there is no court in England, or any other Power 
with whom we had revoked that treaty, that 


would not hold at once that every citizen of the | 


United States was released from any obligation 
| 


to obey. W hy? The tre aty became binding 


between the two countries because the political 
power of cach country had ratified it and made it 
binding between them, It became binding upon 
every citizen because it was binding between the 
two people. “When the treaty is revoked, then 
it ceases, of course, to be binding between the 
two pe ople. It ceases to be binding upon the in- 
dividual citizens of each e ountry. 

Now, then, the treaty being revoked, what is 
the remedy? If it is done in bad faith; if it is 
done without sufficient cause, the only certain 
result will be political infamy. The nation that 
breaks its treatics without cause is disgraced in 
the eyes of civilized man. War may result; but 
the treaty nevertheless would be dissolved, and 
the citizens released from all obligation to obey 
it. When, then, one of these States revokes the 
treaty, as it is called in our platform—because 
the sccoud Kentueky resolution says that it is a 


compact under the style and ude of a Constitu- | 


tion for the U ited States, to which each State 
acceded as a State, and a compact between na- 
tions Is a treaty—if, then, one of these States 
shall revoke that treaty, resume all the powers 
which she had delegated to the Federal Gaevern- 
ment,and vest them in her own Sue government, 
that very instant, | say, the State is, by opera- 
tion of law, out of the Union; her citizens cease 
to owe obedience to the laws of the United States; 
and she is, to all intents and purposes, a foreign 
Power. ‘his Government can declare war if it 
sees fit, because it has the war-making power. 
‘The que Slion, then, arises, 8 houlditdeclare war? 
‘The answer must be found in the breast of cach 
man who is authorized to administer the powers 
of this Government, 

I say, then, a State has a right, with or with- 
out cause, to withdraw; that this Government 
ean, with or without cause, declare war. I say, 
when a State has withdrawn she is out of the 
U nion, and her cilizens cease oe to 
he laws of this Government; and when this Gov- 
ernmenthasdeelared war, with or without reason, 
that war exists, and all citizens found fighting 
under the banner of the State to which they owe 





their allecianee must be treated as prisoners of 


war, if taken in battle; those who are found in 
the ranks of the enemy will be treated as traitors, 


and executed by the authorities of the States which 
they have traitorously taken up arms against. 
These are my views upon the subject t, and as 


the President has been vague, as he has expressed 
Opinions upon both sides, 1 felt it necessary to 
say thus much upon that subject. 
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iv between the United States and Great Britain, 


The Senator from Georgia, in speaking of the 
States that were going to resume the powers 
which had been delegated, alluded to my own 
State. [have no apprehension, sir, that the dag- 
rer ofa Brutus will relieve us from what he regards 
as an incubus uponthat State. I think that that 
people are not in the habit of committing acts of 
assassination. ve nthey shed blood, itisina fair 
fight. Itmay be that hous people will be driven 
to re volution. * may be that if their Legislature 
is not called, they will meet in primary assembly, 
and of their own accord appoint de legates to a 
convention; and when the Vv have done that, it 
will be for Stafes which the y offer to confederate 
with to decide whether they have a de facto gov- 
ernmentor not. A government de jure cannot be 
so formed, | know. But that violence will be 
offered to any individual, I do not believe; noi 
do [ believe that the Governor of that State will 
long persist in refusing to allow the people them- 
selves to be heard, and to declare whether they 
desire to remain longer confederated with aboli- 
tion States. 

Now, this matter of war has been talked of this 
morning. [have no threats to make. The fact 

, like Sempronius, my thoughts are turned on 
Me ace. [ do not think one of these cotton State S, 
or even one of the tobacco States, withdrawing 
from this Union will be any cause of war. If it 
is, Or iS not, this Government can declare war; 
and I judge that the ge nt lemen upon the other 
side of the Chamber hardly suppose that we will 
be stopped in our course by any apprehension 
that war will be the result. [think not. Surely 
we do note Xpect to make war onthem. We in- 
tend to assert only that great principle which is 
set forth in a document for which the y have such 
high admiration—I mean the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence—that every people have a right to live 
under such form of government as suits them. If 





this Government does not suit us, we will leave 


When we leave it, we will not leave itas reb- 
els, nor as traitors, nor irregularly. But the State 
governments will eall conventions; the people will 
be heard; they will vote; and unless a large ma- 


jority of the peop le of each one of these States are 


in favor of resuming the powe PSs they will not be 
resumed. Whena large number of the people of 
any one of these States shall conclude that they 
will live more hi; appily or more prosperously under 
another government, they will assert that right 
by reforming their constitution, and erecting an- 
other Government upon the rufus of the one which 
they have destroyed. 

I regretted much to see in the message the doc- 
trine set forth that a State had not the right, con- | 
sututionally, tosecede, and the further error fallen 
into by the President, that this doctrine was one 
of late origin. I hoid in my hand, sir, Elliot’s 
Debates, in which the ratifieations of the differ- 
ent States are printed; and it seems that when 
New York came to ratify the Constitution—there 
being very great doubt as to the e xpedicucy of 
forming a confederation such as was propose id by 
this Constitution, and there being bitter hostility 
on the part of many, there being mi ny doubts as 
to how the new Government would operate—the 
people of New York, by their deputies assembled | 
In convention, in the very arucles of ratification, 
declared explicitly, in these words: 

“That the powers of Government may be reassumed by 
the people, whensoever it shall become necessary to their 
happiness ; that every power, jurisdiction, and right, whien 
is not by the said Constitution clearly delegated to the 
Congress of the United States, or the departments of the 
Government thereot, remains to the people of the several 
Suutes, orto their respective State goveraments, to whow 
they may have granted the same; and that thore clauses 
in the said Constitution, which deelare that Congress shall 
not have or exercise certain powers, do not imply that 
Congress is entitled to any powers not given by the said 
Constitution; but such clauses are to be construed either 
as exceptions to certain sp -cified powers, Or as inserted 
merely for greater caution.”°—El/ 


ot’s Debates on Federal 
Constitution, 1757, vol. 1, p. 361. 


Now, I ask any Senator upon either side of 
this floor what is the plain rule of construing con- 
tracts? If a partnership is about to be entered 
into by individuals, and a refer it to an attor- 
ney, Who is to draw u pthe articles of agreement, 
and when they come to sign it, and after it has 
been signed by some, one of the parties’ insert 
above his signature an additional qualification, is 
there a court of justice in a civilized nation that 
will not hold that that new stipulation isas much 
a part of the compact as if it had been inserted in | 
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the body of it? Does it not inure to the benefit 
of the party who has inserted it?) Is it not part 
of the compact which he has signed? Does it not 
inure to the benefit of every other party who has 
signed that compact? It is a plain principle of 
— Then, whenthis€ onstitution was dri wuchted 
by the convention, the delegates or deputies to 
which were appointed by the ditte rent States, and 
the y se nt it to be ratifie “d by the conventions of 
the different States to become bindine between 
those States, the convention of New York, before 
they would ratify it, in the very articles of ratifi- 
cation declared exphie itly and expre ssly that the y 
reserved to themselves the right to reassume the 
powers therein delegated whenever it should be 
necessary to their hap piness. Then I say that, 

according to the law of nations, each one of these 
States has a right tosecede, and the right would 
be a perfect one withoutany reservation, either in 
the ratifications or in the Constitution itself. But 
1 gofurther: Tsay that though this right was com- 
a te and perfect in itself, yet when New York 

‘ame to ratify she made thate xp vlicitabout which 
a quibble might have been raised between law- 
yers; and that New York having reserved to 
herself the right to reassume the powers therein 
delegated whenever it became necessary to her 
happiness, that became a perfect consututional 
right on the partof New York, and it became 
also a perfect constitational right on the part of 
every other State which, either previously or 
subsequently to that time, became a party to the 
compact, 

Now, entertaining the views that I do, it is not 
at all necessary for me to go Into any ¢ xpi ination 
as to why itis that the State of Texas intends to 
dissolve her connection with the other States. I 
heard this morning a letter read which was writ- 
ten by one of the northwestern Senators—I do not 
know which—wherein he talked about having 
bought us and owning us. Well, sir, when we 
ret out of the Union, | suppose that the suaran- 

ce clause for the delivery of those to w hom other 
persons have claim will hardly apply; but if that 
Senator should — pose that 1 does, I trust that 
he will come to claim those who hs ive escaped 
from service and haired behalf of those to whom 
itis due; [trust that he may be sent downas the 
commissioner. This sort of talking can produce 
no good. The people of Florida are purchase d, 
the people of Louisi invare purchase ‘d, the pe ople 
of Texas are purchased, and we are not to be per- 
mitted to live under such a government as we see 
fit! Do they propose to irritate us sull more? It 
ean produce no such effect upon me. I feel that 
perfeet inexplicable stillness which a man always 
does when he feels that he is perfectly secure. It 
is only when you insult or wrong a man, and 
refuse him satisfaction, that he feels irritation. 
When you have offered to give him satisfaction, 
the hatred passes from his heart, and he looks to 
the time when he is to balanee the account and 
settleitup. Now, sir,if doubted asto whether the 
people of the State in which I live would submit 
to black Republican rule or not, 1 might fee | some 
degree of irritation; but knowing, as I do, that, as 
soon as those people can get into convention—and 
the difference of a week or a month is but litth— 
they will revoke the ratification of the Constitu- 
tion, and again assume their position of separate 
nationality, and govern themselves by such laws 
as they see fit; knowing and feeling that, lam not 
at all disturbed by the presence of these Senators 
upon the other side, or by any idle vaporings that 
they may indulge in. All this will come about 
in good time. State after State will go out of the 
Union. When you have a working majority, you 
ean declare war against us if you see fit; if you 
do not, probs ibly a new treaty will be entered into 
between the hi¢h contrac ting parties—one of peace 
and amity, when we have revoked that of com- 
mon defense and general welfare. Wechoose, at 
least so far as L am concerned, to give no reason 
for this high sovereign act. Weare the judges; 
and when we choose to reveke the ratification 
of this Constitution, we will de it; and if you 
choose to deelare war, we shall not object. The 
rht is perfect on both sides; and each will ex- 
ercise its own discretion as to the expediency 
of the act. : 

While I do not intend to ro into any ree ipitu- 
lation of the wrongs that we have suffer d,and the 
dangers that we are about to incur by submittng 
longer to our present condition, I will deny a 





single proposition of the Senator from New Hamp- 
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sufficient time has been 


ven to this Government to withdraw its troops 
. | 


1 ’ ‘ » ] i ] . 
fi i tho forts, this Government shall authori- 


tatively deny to that people the right of selfegov- 
ernment battemptto Keep hostlearmies within 
thi lers of that State, those forts will be taken, 


and blood will flow. ‘The President, in his mes 

keep thi Union together by 
we very same breath, he says 
that he will collect the revenues in the port « 

, the State has seecded. At 
least, so I underst ind his message, He says that 
there can be no eouftliet between the Federal ju- 


this Government t 
force; and yet, in t 





dicia power at d the authorities o1 peopl of the 
State, because he has no judiciary there. Is there 
anything to prevent him from appolnung a judge? 
Is thereanything to prevent him from appointing 
an shial 


Mr. LANE. I beg pardon of the Senator; but 
IT think he is making a mistake in relation to the 
message; aud Lam sure he would not do injus- 
tice to the Presidents I do not understand the 
ak 


President to Say that he will collect dutie 7 a 


é er 
NS (‘ar iY) «| | rod I ley tart t 
’ i irouna Shall secede, omy mention it 
i} he Senator may make the correction. 


Mr. WIGFALL. I confess, sir, that 1 do not 
understand it; and the more [ read it the less do I 
comprehend it. In one clause, the President 
says: 

>In order to ju 
t 


Vy a resort to revolutionary resistance, 
deral Gove 


ut must be guilty of a ‘deliberate, 
us exercise’ of powers not granted 





palpable, and dar 





by Constitution.” * * Reason, 

justice, a regard tor the Constitution, all r quire that we 

shall wait to ru \ 1 dangerous act on the part o1 
the President elect | i rto such a remedy.” 
; ' 1 . ‘ +} t + 

In another clause, after stating that the north- 


ern Levisiatua Ss hay uy 
' ' { 


fuvitive slave law,and have de 


ited to nullify the 
eated Its operation, 


: 
and have continued this course, and that they 





sage, says that there is no power on the part of 


¢ 
Mi 
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should re peal these obnoxious laws, he continucs 
by declaring that, if they do not— 





In that event, the injured Sta Liter having first used 
HW peacetul and 1 ud ins to ¢ lin redr 
“ ib 1 rd nm rey Wiona i istanes the Gov 
t { aT 
‘J ( ut he distinetly declares that, 
wil Coy of il Union i il] 
comnitt wea ot i they hay 
‘ 1O1 | hority; and 1 he next, 
{ those Pstate do not. peal therrobnoxious 
} . . 
us, then re tance to the Government of the 
. > } ot Aer ¢ +! ] 
Union is to be the remedy. In another clause, 
| . 
In order t sti eee onasaconstitutional remedy 
| nl th bed (io ’ ti 
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| Vol tis i ing par li this t 
the Contederacy t rane oO and. to le | netrated and 
dissolved by the first adverse wave of public optuion in any 
ot the States. In this manner our thirty-three tates matty 


resolve themselves inte as many petty, jarring 





and nostile 
Republies, cach one retiving trom the Uaion, without 1 
ponsibility, whenever any sudden exeitementinight impel 
by this pro a Union might be 
entirely broken into traguients ina teow weeks, which cost 
our foretathers may years of tou, privauon, and blood to 
establish 








them t Hchnac 


There itis distinetly denied that this is a vol- 


untary associauon of States; and yet, in another 






-The fact is that our Union rests upon public opinion, 
and can never be ceemented by the biood of its citizens shed 
in civil war Hit cannot live in the atiections of the peo 


ple. itmustone day perish. C 


Gt preserving it by cone 





S pOssCss Mn wv weatiis 
tiation; but the sword was not 
placed in their nand to preserve it by toree.”” 





I say, therefore, that I do not really compre- 

tthe meaning of the President is; but 
on one subject [ think Edo, and that is as to col- 
lecting revenues. 





He say: distinetly that when 
the judicial officers have all resigned, there is no 





possible mode of administering justice there. 1 


do not comprelir nd that, because [think he could 


appoint other judges and other marshals, or could 
On nake the State of South 


recommend Congress to 


I 
Carolina a part of the district of Georgia or of 


North Carolina; but he then goes on, and 


Says. 

i} tine insuperable obstacles do not hie in the way 

of exceuting the kuws tor the collection of the customs 

Phe revenue still continues to be collected, as heretofore, 

the custom-house in Charleston; and should the eol- 

lector unfortunately resign, a successor may be appointed 
lo j yin this duty 


Where the dificulty of appointing a suecessor 
to the judge aud not to the collector? Then he 
YOCS OF: 

‘Then, tn regard 
outh Carolina 


to the property of the United States in 
ibis has been purchased tor a fair equi 

lent, “by the consent of the Legislature of the State,’ 
‘tor the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals,’ &c., and 
over these the authority *to exercise exelusive legisla 

tion has been expressly granted by the Constitution to 
Congress. It is not believed that any attempt will be made 
to expel the United States trom this property by foree ; but 
if in this d should prove to be mistaken, the officer in com 

mand of the forts has received orders to act strictly on the 
detensive. In such a contingeney, the responsibility for 


uces Would rightly rest upon the head of the 
assailants.” 





I then, sir, removing the brush from the way 
as well as Ll ean, and beating about through this 
labyrinth and trying to find out the views of the 
President, have come to the conclusion that 
he believes itis impossible to organize Federal 
courts in South Carolina, or enforce the decisions 
of judicial tribunals there; but that whether the 
State secedes or not, he has the power to collect 
the customs there, and that he has the power to 
hold the forts, and that it is his purpose to do 
that thing. Now,as | have said, I shall intro- 
duce a resolution at an early moment to ascer- 
tain what are the orders that have gone from 
the War Department to the officers in command 
of those forts; for while the President seems de- 
sirous to preserve this Union, if the construction 
shall be put upon his message in South Carolina 
which I put on it, IT believe that he will precipi- 
tate the very issue which he seems intent to avoid 
lf this people shall come to the conclusion that 
this Government does intend ultimately to deny 
them the right of living under sucha form of gov- 
ernment as they see fit; if they shall come to the 
conclusion that this Government intends to ke ep 
them in tl 
thie V shall 
no lone rireemen, that the y cannot look to thie it 
own State government for protection, that they 


have no means of asserting the right of self roV- 


1¢ 
} 


) 1 
come to the conclusion taat they are 


lernment except that which belongs to their ne- 


: ; ‘ . 
Union by the power ol the swoftd; if 
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’ 


grocs or to the serfs of Russia; if they believe 
that this Government will hold those forts and 
collect revernes from them after thy y have ceased 
to be one of the States of this Union; my jude- 


mentis, that the moment they become satisfied of 


that fact, they w take the torts, and blood will 
then becin to flow. 
af af ‘¢ el ot ata 2 
tis, thcretore, bnipor iit Hat there houliad be 
iconstruction pul upe » thi message, ib IS Me 


he Presi- 

} s to carry out that 
policy, or this Congress intends to do it—when 
that is made manifest I, for one, would urge 


forbearance no lounger. 


{be known what t 


1 4 
lent means; and if he intend 


it shoule 





re di ric k the Gri at, on 
one occasion, When he had trumped up an old 


title to some of the adjacent territory, quietly put 
hiiasclf in posse nand then offered to treat. 
Were La South Carolinian, as Lama ‘Texan, 


and | knew that my State was going out of the 
Union, and that this Government would attempt 
to use foree, | would, at the first moment that 
that fact became manifest, seize upon the forts 
and the arms and the munitions of war, and raise 
the ery **to your tents, ol Israel, and to the God 
of battles be this issue.’ 
, Mr. LANE. [only desire to read that part of 
the President’s message in regard to which I in- 
terrupted my good triend from Texas. I do not 
understand the President to say that he coutem- 
plates collecting revenue ina foreign port, or in 
South Carolina after she sball have gone out of 
the Union. After enumerating the reasons why 
the laws of the United States cannot now be ex- 
eeuted 11 South Carolina, owine to the resiena- 
tion of the officers, the President says: 

>The same insuperable obstacles do not lie in the way 
of executing the laws for the collection of the customs 
The revenue still continues to be collected, as heretoiore, 
at the custom-house in Charie-ton; and should the col 


lector unfortunately resign, a successor may be appointed 
to perforni this duty.” 


That is, for the present. I take it for granted 
that the President does not hold that he would 


have the right to collect revenue in aforeign port, 


or ina port of another country. Butlet this mat- 
ter be as it may, I will say that the President has 
arrived at a logical, sensible, and correct conclu- 
sion when he says there is no power in this Gov- 
crnment thatean authorize the use of force against 
aState. [do not understand him as the Senator 
does; but if he is wrong on other matters, on 
this great principle heisright. This Government 
has no power to hold a State in this Union by 
force. Nosensible man would undertake to hold 
it together in that way; and I will say now, sir, 
that that man who shall inaugurate civil war by 
undertaking to hold it together by foree, will be 
the greatest murderer that ever disvraced the form 
of man, and will go down to his frave covered 
with the curses of He aven from his head to his 
heels, besides the curses of thousands of widows 
and orphans. No man, I trust, will ever under- 
take in this country to use force towards a State; 
and all that the President has said on that sub- 
ect, | most heartily indorse. 
Mr2SAULSBURY. Ido not rise, Mr. Pres- 
ident, for the purpose of protracting this unne- 
cessary and most unfortunate debate; but L rise 
simply to say in the presence of the representa- 
tives of the different States, that my State having 





been the first to adopt the Constitution, will be 
1 } 4 1 
the last to do any act or countenance any act eal- 


culated to lead to the separation of the States of 


this glorious Union. She has shared too much 
of its blessings; her people performed too much 
service in achieving the glorious luberties which 


we now enjoy and in establishing the Constitu- 


tion under which we live, to cause any son of 


hers to raise his hand against those Institutions 
or against that Union. Sir, when that Union 


shall be destroyed by the madness and folly of 
| others, (if, unfortunately, it shall be sodestroyed,) 


it will be time enough then for Delaware and her 
Representatives to say what will be her course. 
{Applause in the galleries; which was suppressed 
by the Chair.] 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the motion of the Senator from New 
Hampshire to reeonsider the vote by which the 
usual number of the President’s message was or- 


dered to be printed, may be withdrawn. [‘* No 
objection.’’} 
IIOMESTEAD BILL. 
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by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
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House had passed a bill (H.R. No. 24) to se- 


cure homesteads to actual settlers on the public 
domain, in which the concurrence of the Senate 
was requested, 


PRINTING OF A DOCUMENT. 


The message further announced that the House 
had ordered, on the 4th instant, at two o’clock 
and forty-one minutes, the printing of the annual 


message oft the 
accompanying documents, 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Seeretary of State, conimuni- 
cating. mn obedience to law, the annual statement 
of the contingent expenses of that Department; 
which, on motion of Mr. Bieter, was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

W epnespay, December 5, 1860. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Thomas H. Stockton. 

‘Lie Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 

NEW MEMBER. 
Hon. Enwin R. Reynoups, of NewYork, clected 
to supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of 


Prayer 


President of the United States and 


Hon. Silas M. Burroughs, appear d and took the | 


usual oath of office to support the Constitution of 
the United States. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the annual report of the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury on the state of the finances, 
1859-60; which was referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. SHERMAN submitted a resolution to | 
print the usual number of extra copies; which, 


under the rules, was referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 

Vhe SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
copnuunication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting his annual statement of the expend- 
itures of his Department under the various appro- 
priations for contingent expenses, required by the 
actof August 26, 1842, to the close of the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1860; which was laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed, 

APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported the following appropriation 
bills; which were read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union: 

A bill making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1862; and 

A bill making appropriations for the support of 
the Military Academy for the year ending June 
30, 1862. J . ” 

HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. GROW. I believe the first business this 


| Wiilliain N. Hf. 


Morning is a vote upon the motion of the gentle- | 


man from Missouri [Mr. Puerps] to lay upon 
the table the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill to secure homesteads to actual set- 
tlers on the public domain was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The SPEAKER. That is the first business in 
order; and upon that motion the yeas and nays 
have been ordered. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I yesterday called for the 
reading of the 2]st joint rule, predicated upon a 
question of order upon the proposition to take up 
the homestead bill at this time. 
reading how. 

The lst joint rule was read, as follows: 

** Atter six days from the commencement of a second or 


Il ask for its 


subsequent session of Congress, all bills, resolutions, or | 
reports, Which originated in either House, and which, at 
the close of the last preceding session, remained unde- 


termined In ¢ 
In the same 

place.”? 

Mr. MAYNARD. My point of order is, that 
the homestead bill cannot be taken up in this in- 
direct manner for consideration during the first 
six days of the session. 


ther House, 
manner a 


-hall be resumed and acted on 
if an adjournment had not taken 


The SPEAKER. The question has been be- 
fore broucht to the consideration of the Chair, 
and he overrules the point of order. The Chair 
considers this a privileged question, and there- 
fore entitled to be considered at this time. The 
question is on the motion offered by the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. Puerrs] to Jay upon 
the table the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. We were 
proceeding with the reading of the bill yesterday 
when we were interrupted by the President’s 
message. The bill will now be read. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. Tunderstood 
that the reading of the bill was waived with the 
understanding that it should appear in the Globe 
of this morning. 

Mr. GROW. Let it be read, as itis not pub- 
lished in the Globe. 

The bill was then read. 

Mr. BRANCH. I would ask the Chair now 
to state what the vote is which is to be recon- 
sidered. It has been along time since action was 
taken upon that bill. 

The SPEAKER. At the last session this bill 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and a motion was entered 
to reconsider the vote by which it was so referred, 
but it was not acted on. ‘The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] now calls up that mo- 
tion, and the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
PurELps} moves to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. Upon that motion the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

Mr. PHELPS. Ifthe motion to lay upon the 
table shall not prevail, and the motion to recon- 
sider shall prevail, will not the first question be 
upon the engrossment and third reading of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then. let us carry the motion 
to lay upon the table. 


The question was then put; and it was decided 


in the negative—yeas 6X, nays 125; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesesrs. Green 
William C. Anderson, Avery, Barksdale, Boeock, Bote- 
ler, Bouliguy, Boyee, Branch, Bristow, Brown, Burnett, 
John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, 
Edmundson, Etheridge, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, 
man, J. Morrison tlarris, Join T. Harris, Watton, Haw 
kins, Hill, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, 
Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, James M. Leach, Leake, Love, 

| Mallory, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, McQueen, Millson, 
Laban T. Moore, Nelson, Noell, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, 

| Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Ruffin, Singleton, William Smith, 

Smith, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, 

| Stokes, Taylor, ‘Thomas, Underwood, Vance, Webster, 
Whiteley, and Winslow—6e. 

NAYS — Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aller, 
Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Barret, Beale, Bingham, Blair, 
Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burch, Burnham, But 
terfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, John Cochrane, 
Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, Covode, Cox, James Craig, 
Curtis, John G. Davis, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Ed- 
wards, Eliot, Ely, English, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Fos 
ter, Fouke, Frank, French, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, 

) Hall, Helmiek, Hickman, Hoard, Holman, William How- 
ard, William A. Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, 
Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kil 
gore, Killinger, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Logan, 
Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, Marston, Charles 
D. Martin, MecClernand, McKean, MeKenty, McKnight, 
MePherson, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, tsaac 
N. Morris, Morse, Nixon, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, 
Potter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, Christo- 
pher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Royee, Sedgwick, 
Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, 
William Stewart, Stout, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Tomp 
kins, ‘Train, Trimble, Vallandigham, Vandever, Verree, 
Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B.Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Windom, Wood, and 


Adams. Thomas L. Anderson, 


farde 


| Woodrutt—125. 


So the House refused to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. 

During the vote, 

Mr. BURCH said: I voted to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table, for the reason that I 
thought the homestead bill was pending upon a 


privileged motion which could be called up atany | 


other time; and that, while such was the case, 
there were other important matters which should 
be brought before the House for its consideration 
before that bill. But, as my reasons may be mis- 
construed, | will change my vote, and vote ** no.”’ 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama, stated that he would 
have voted in the affirmative, had he been within 
the Hall when his name was called. 

Mr. BONHAM made a similar statement. 

Mr. THEAKER stated that he was absent 
when his naine was called on account of indispo- 
sition; that, had he been present, he would have 


ii voted in the negative. 


| shall be only two cents per acre. 
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The motion recurred upon the motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, upon which the previous question had 
been demanded. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the motion to refer the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, it was disagreed to, 

Mr. GROW. I do not propose to discuss this 
bill, unless gentlemen of the House desire to discuss 
it, for it has been discussed here more or less for 
the lastten years. [| only desire to state the facts 
in connection with the position of this bill, and 
its provisions, and then I will leave it to the House 
if they desire to discuss it; or if not, I shall move 
to put it upon its passage. 

At the last session a bill was agreed upon by 
a committee of conference between the two 
Houses of Congress, called a homestead bill. 
That bill the President vetoed. Contained in that 
bill was a grant to the States of the Union of all 
lands subject to private entry, and undisposed of 
for thirty years or more. One point of objection 
with the President was as to this grant, he saying 
that Congress had no constitutional power to 
give away the public lands. I shall not stop to 
discuss that question upon this bill, for it con- 
tains no such provision; but will only say that 
Congress has disposed of, in the shape of gifts to 
States, companies, and individuals, over one hun- 
dred and cighty million acres of the public lands, 
for which it received not one cent. That system 
began with the beginning of this Government, 
and has been continued down to this hour. So 
I pass over that point of the President’s veto, be- 
cause this billcontains no such grant. I am free 
to say that | am not in favor of those grants my- 
self. The point whether the Government has or 
has not the right to give away the public Jands 
is not involved in this bill, for we do not propose 
to give themaway. ‘The bill requires a payment 
of ten dollars for one hundred and sixty acres. 
So that point of the President’s veto would be ob- 
viated, admitting that it were sound doctrine; 
though upon that point we might place General 
Jackson against Mr. Buchanan as authority upon 
that question; for he thought, in 1832, that it was 
time the Government ceased to look to those Jands 
asa source of revenue, and that they should be set 
apart for homesteads. 

The other point of his veto, that it reduced the 
amount to a nominal sum, might possibly be ap- 
plicable to this bill; but I take it for granted that 
that cannot control the action of Congress. If 
they can say that the price shall be one dollar 
and a quarter per acre, they can also say that it 
This bill pro- 
poses to make the land offices self-sustaining, by 
providing for such an amount of payments as 
shall cover all the expenses of the land-office sys- 
tem. ‘The words of the Constitution, ‘* dispose 
of,’ have for a long time been construed to be a 
most ample grant of power, and as leaving to the 
discretion of Congress what disposition should 
be made of the public lands. I shall not take up 
the time of the House to discuss that point of the 
veto. 

I move to recommit the bill to the Committee 
on Agriculture; and I give way to any gentleman 


| who desires to discuss it. 


As no gentleman seems desirous to discuss It, 
I withdraw the motion to refer to the Committee 
on Agriculture, and call the previous question 
upon the engrossment and third reading of the 
bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. GROW. I move the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, demanded 
the yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 132, nays 76; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, 


1) Allen, Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Barr, Barret, Beale, Bing- 
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South, Williaa N. wb. South, Stevenson, James A. St 
art, Stokes, Taylor, Th ts, Underwood, Vance, Webster, 
Whiteley, Winslow, and Woodson—76 


So the b 





vas passed 
bill was | ! 
Mr. KFRANIS ited that he understood his 
eolleawue, Mr. Van Wyck, was detained at home 


ie Hiness of hits father. 
“Mr. GROW 


4 } } | 
Before making the motion that 


[ rise to make, I wish to tate, for the informa- 
tion of gentlemen who have asked me, that at the 
last ion of Congress a bill passed this House 
and wa ent to the Senate, preventing the sal 


of pubit ands for ten years alter they are sur- 
veyed. [make this statement becaus 
have a ked me whe 

do with that Subject, 


frepliemel 


1 ' - . 
her this bili has anything to 


| now ineve to reconsider the vot by Which 


t bill w | d; and also move to lay the 
motion to Osi rupon the table 

The qu nu) Was taken on the latter motion, 
and it w reed to 

So the mouon to reconsider was laid upon the 
tab 


POST ROUTE BILL. 
Mr. COLFAX. Mr. Speaker, when the House 


ourned last June they were considering the 
post route bill, Which had come back from the 
Senate with sundry amendments. ‘That bill is 
now upon the Sp uker’s table. As the Commit 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads meets to- 
morrow, Lask that the bill may be taken up and 
referred to that committee. 

Mr. SMULH, of Virginia. LT object, if an ob- 
jection will avail We are going on fast enough 
under the regular ordea 

Mr. COLFAX I will state to the gentleman 
that [ had intended to accompany my request 
with an ntafic ition to thie Hous: ‘ Wi pas d the 


post rout bill early las eSSION, and sent it to 
thie ite. ‘Phat body kept it back until the last 
day of th \ 1 then returned it with sun- 
dry uUnchdmeiits, Phere was a lara maporily mn 
favor of considering th ill in the House, but 
not a two-thirds vote. As the Committee on the 
Post OMce and Post Roads meets to-morrow, [| 
§ mse it would | proper to refer it to that 
committee, tt wil have ultimately to go before 
the committee; and | was gone to ask those 


members, who have petitions for the establish- 


} t ol WW rat rai 1 , to hand 
them im to the commit us Soon as possible, as 
we wish to get the bill out of the way as early a 
pra ticable , and not ke ive it to the last of the 
s Sslt 


Nir. SMITH, of Virginia. T ask the gentleman 
if we have not more mail routes nowt in Wwe can 
pay for? Lask the gentleman if the Treasury is 


t rrture ‘ ] } eh . e “a7 } 
notempty? Lask himif the necessary oblivations 









‘ 





of the Government are not unredeen:cd? And I 
ask if there is any reason in the world, in th 
face of th facts, wl we should be hurrying 
ol O Impose AGUaLonal « Xpenses on tir G Vv rh- 
hile 


Mr. COLFAX. I will answer the eentleman 
from Virginia. ‘That may be an appropriate ar- 
gument for voting against the bill when it comes 
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Phe SPEAKER. Is the objection insisted on? 
Mr. SMUVH, of Virginia. Yes, sir; I think 
we had better rpona rding to order. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘Chen I 

eed, under the 130th rule, to call the States 

and ‘Territories for bills and resolutions for refer- 
Clik ol Vv. 

The SPEAKER. The first thine in order is 


i] 


the call of the committees for reports. 

Mr. SHERMAN. | presume there are no 
committees ready to report, and IT suppose it is 
hardly worth while to call them. 

The SPEAKER. Then the States will be 
called for bills and resolutions. 

Mr. KUNKEL. 1 object. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. KUNKEL. It cannot be done unless by 
unanimous consent. . 

Mr. SHIERMAN. The recular order of busi- 
ness under the rules is the eall of committees for 
reports, and the next business in order ts the call 
of th States, 

Mr. KUNKEL. [ SUPPOS! the committees 
can be called for re 

The SPEAKER. The Chairsupposes it would 
be regular, if there are no reports from commit- 


‘ports, 


t 


{ , to eall the States for bills and resolutions. 
Doves the Chair understand the gentleman from 
M wyland to objet et to calling the States? 

Mr. KUNKEL. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the call of committees. 

Phe SPEAKER. ‘The call of the States will 
be the regular order, if there are no reports from 
committees. 

Mr. RUST. How are we to know there are 
no reports from committees except by calling 
them: 

The SPEAKER. Are there any reports that 


y committee desires to make to the House? If 


there are none, bills and resolutions are now in 
order from the State of Maine. 

Mr. NIGLACK. I make the point of order, 
that the committees must be called by name in 
their order, to ascertain the fact whether or not 
there are any reports to be made. A general call 
of this sort is not in compliance with the rule. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Indi- 
ana insists on it, the Chair is of opinion that he 
titled to have the committees called in their 
ord i. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I do insist on it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then I interpose a privi- 
leged question. IL move that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, for the purpose of considering 
the Military Academy and pension appropriation 
bills; and I move that they be made the special 
order. I hope the House will consent to pass 
those two formal bills to-day. 

The question was taken on the motion to make 
the bills the special order, and it was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and being put, said motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Wasuserne, of Illinois, in the 


ch r 


REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I submit the usual resolu- 
tions to refer the President’s annual message to 
thie appropriate committees. 


} 
i 


oe 


December 5. 


The resolutions were read, as follows: 


1. Reso » Thatso much of the annual message of the 
President of the United States to the two Houses of Con 
gress atthe present sesstou as relates to our torcign affairs, 
together with the; mpanying corresponder ind decu 
Wents . be claitis of oureiizens agaist the Goverum ts 

Sin, tau Rica. and Niearaguas t! Ainistad claim; 
the acquisition of Cubas the question ob th ads 
Claims of Groat Britain and this Government under treaty 
or Jun , Iedo. to the island of San Juain; and the ques 


i 
tions between Great Britain and this Government ing 
under the Clayton Bulwer treaty, in regard to the right ot 
vi earch; and the subject of military expediitons 


tricndly States, be reterred to the Committee on 








ed, That so much of said mes 
minving documeuts as relates to the fir 
eipts inate the Treasury, and public expenditures; to eco 
nowmucal provisions f t 


sage and acconi 





' nees: ft t! ( 
| «tl : | 1 
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the adm ration ot the Govem 
ment; to provision tora revenue by duties On imiports 5 to 
the present wants and condition of the Treasury, be re 
terred to the Committee of Ways and Mean 

3. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panving documents as relates to the laws of the United 
States against the Atricean slave trade ; to the passage of a 
law appointing some day previous to the 4thoot Mareh in 
each year ot odd number tor the cleetion of Representa 
tives throughout all the States ; to the power to enter Mex 


ico With a military force in order to protect citizens and 








treaty rights of the United States; and to services of At 
torney General, be reterred to the Committee on the Judi- 
e1a;ry 

mg 


4. Resolved, That so nuch of said message and accom 
panving documents as relates to the Army ot the United 
States and tothe Department of War, be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs 

o. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to the Navy of the United 
Slates; to protection of persons and property of citizens 
of the United States on the transit: routes across the isth 
mus 5 to protecting our merchant vessels, their crews, and 
cargoes, against Viol and Jawless seizure and contisea 
tion in the ports of Mexico and the South American Re 
publics, when in a disturbed and revolutionary state; and 
to the Navy Department, be referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs 

6. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying doctiments as refers to the District of Columbia, 
be reterred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
7. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to the Post Office Depart 
meut, its expenses, condition, and Operation, and to com 
pensation to Cornelius Vanderbilt, be reterred to the 
Conimittee on the Post Otliece and Post Roads 

8. Resolved, That so much or said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to Utah, Kansas and other 
territory of the United States, to the destinition of the in 
habitants of Kansas, be reterred to the Committee on ‘Ter- 
ritories. 

9. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to our intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

10. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to the publie domain, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

ll. Resolved, ‘That so much ot said message and accom- 
panying documents as reters to the construction of a Pacific 
Railroad, be reterred to the special committee on that sub- 
ject. 

12. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying docpments as relates to expenditures in connec 
tion with the State Department, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the State Department. 

13. Resolred, That somuch of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to « Xpenditures in connec 
tion with the Treasury Departinent, be referred to the 
Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury Department. 

ld. Resolved, ‘That so mueh of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to expenditures in connec 
tion with the War Departinent, be referred to the Comumit- 
tee on Expenditures in the War Departinent. 

15. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to expenditures in connec 
tion with the Navy Department, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Navy Department. 

16. Resolved, That so much of said inessage and accom- 
panying documents as relates to expenditures in connes 
tion with the Post Office Department, be referred to the 
Committee on Expenditures in the Post Office Depart- 
ment 

17. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to expenditures in connec 
tion with the Department of the Interior, to the expendi 
tures generally, and to a retrenchment of the same, be re 
ferred to the Committee on Public Expenditures. 








The resolutions were laid aside, to be reported 
to the House with a recommendation that they 
be agreed to. 

MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 

The committee then proceeded to the consider- 

ation of the special order, being a bill (H.R. No. 


62) making appropriations for the support of 


the Military Academy for the year ending June 
30, 1862. © : : 

By unanimous consent, the first reading of the 
bill was dispensed with; and it was then read 
through by clauses, for amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move thatthe bill be laid 
aside, to be reported to the tLlouse, and that we 
now take up the pension bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 


it will be so ordered. 
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